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Beato ’s Eye: 

Imaging Delhi in the 1850s 


Ji m Masselos 


F elit e A. Beato features ia most histories of nitieteenth-<'cinuiry 
photography as one of its pioneers, not fortt.* *dinicat innovation 
l)U) for fiis adventurous subject matter. Hw [tenchant was for 
military campaigns. He was at Crimea in 18^6 (and perhaps eariteri 
and moved on to India In January 18>8 :o record tile last embers of 
the Indian Mutiny' tif 18^7. Two years linen m Febniary 1860, he 
proceeded to China wlttre he recorded more British military adven* 
turcs and ilicn settled for a number of yeoia in Japan, probably in 
1B64-’ He .seems to have stoppedaaive photography around 1877 and 
died in Burma around ipfie where he had settled and set up a siuditt 
and a wood carving export operation in 

In regard to India, Oiina and the Crimea he is mast often remem- 
txried as a military phott^grapher. an adt'cnturer, a plioiogmpher of 
military expeditions, though inJa[Mn I he range and scope of his subject 
matter and his jok as one of Us pioneer photographers cam him t«her 
accolades,* His Indian photographs win him mention in accounts of 

I L'nless titling Lse siuted, ^ Jnfnrnuikin tit ihit. 

dcrtA'tfS frr>m }i^ti Clark. John Frj«fr jnd CtriJn Osman, A of K^rUx 

tPuiiocJ Bc^rti r IH35?-19CIS>) I KrrcwUtcumeni, Utn indexed ici Ctark 

for pHTtn-kling ii €u^ 

I JCJJin hawry, '^■'ktorian Bumtt by Fosi. Felice BejiofS M^kilOakt in 

CQurilryUfi. 13 (Starch ISr75, ^ 05^^. 

' A >eEcci]rm of lk:jti.v$ vi%id 0\tm iippcacs tn Qqrk Wopwsck anU 


tile development of phmography liettause he was one of tlic carHc.st 
of that early hand of photographers who went out, tniveiling away 
from Europe to record contemporarv ewents and what were, for 
European audierttes. extgjc or srninge scenes (Jf course, e\'en in 
apparently otitHjf-the way pbcesgemkmcn amateurs. European and 
local, went: usually already irard at work taking photographs, lo s.'iy 
nothing of rite professionals w*ho quite rapidty in the JBSBs already 
had studios in operation * 

Beaio's Indian photographs have a not her textual life outside photo¬ 
graphic histones, but it is usually an existence shorn of his authorship 
and the surmunths of exotic adventuring. Some or other of hLs images 
feature in almost cvcr>' illustrated Ittsioiy cither visual account of 
the events of 1837- He is there as an eve-wiiness and reporter, an 
Interpretatton which [ sJuill discuss later Partit ulady popular in such 


JiiTliltfiijn Speiici:, Intpt}H£ii <ysina. pcniiwit:l(>'Qmvit, I ISA, 

1578. 52-^ j. I'or Japan pbfMogfapIssi see <lladt WntiPMtk, Japtm. Fboi<y 

fP^nnwldt AUietl A K/^opl, NW Ynrk, pp 12-H. 16-17, 
19-^30. 52-^, 4H. 77. 83^1 4t>il 1 Ii?Il™ Ejyfni. Mice amitfiftmoie 

de PIhuo Futile., Le CL'nJje NaElonil dt lu Plitifcn^niphir; ParK 

* Cf itn: thjcc in the 8 f^wtmtKJr 1858 iIksf ti 'Ji 

party nf QmtinrfiTil plknitif^itiplim ntwrm lhar wAynyt, wMiHHr nTifcrtrti! iTLikirr^ 
u pfufc^kmjJ louf IndiB. Tfiry will pnibaNv ltn*l u* fi.frtlii:r in 

mailers ihsit exp€<t, 
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niirnitivcii art ht consinjcted in Lucknow; one of inutineers' 

siviTi>;ing from ilie gibt^ets: another of skeletons strewn in front of a 
hatteretl. camion-tKiU pock-marked Secutidenj Bagh, und a third of 
The lormer King of Oitdh'sftsli-shaped boat l>'ing stranded on the sand 
Ixink of a river.*' But other images from Delhi and Lucknow are also 
requisiriotHsd to illustrate the British re-conqutiit of India or e\-en nf 
Indian resistance When hts photographs are used to liiustntea printed 
Te^;T llicw are rarely acknowledged as having ixren taken by BeatO; if 
acknowledgemeni is made, It is more often to the cvifrent owner of 
the copyright — the lending agenq' or repository— rather than the 
creator of the images it is the archive which imbues the object with 
aiitl ienticitv and provenance, 

IxKiatKin I'stablishes anrither kind of ownership when the pholo- 
gnipHs accompany the written word- In such instances the verbal 
coniejti, the content of die printed word, defines the w'ay the ithage 
Is to lie read -'><t that different sets of glosses come inio operation which 
niiiy well tie far remfived from those operating in Bearo s time. Tlic 
aiitlior Through his words appropriates tire photogmph and locates 
them within iiLsowm framework. This then makes a point in regurtl to 
the phoiograplied linage that is a commonplace m regard to written 
text — that the text takes on an existence of its own once it is 
completed il Is no longer ihcautlior s but Lsavailabie for interpretation 
and reading according to the audience. By exiensiLm, the receiver 
rather than the cnjiiior te-creatc.s a text and refashions it. Beato’s 
photographs thus occupy □ doubly ambiguous situation; they are 
appropriated by the .lutlior of the printed te-itr and sulisumed within 
it fc>f the writer's purposes rather than the photograpliers: and thei' 
are received and inierpreied wiihin the w riter's framework f>y those 
who reatl the writing The phoirjgniptli l>efome,s pun of ilie writer's 
storj' and Is tiKxiiried and afftjcied liy the new context Irs identity ts 
subsumed and arajlgamarcd. 

Tlie photograph tiviy thus inhabit ntant’ different kinds of spiices 
and miiny comexts imd b recTeatedand used variously Every viewing 
IS different Ixxriui.se t-veiy viewing has u diffcteni context or a dil ferent 
use Hus is piuaJIclcd m the way the image is itsdf produced The 
phcHographer has a like relationship with the physical object ot 

^ Fea gLud n^r"vxliKiii>n iil sfwne <pf Bciiaix Lm.'kfifw dirk W'timkii.k 

and trfibfct. 7hv Ijiii ^mpim Ph/ittifTTup^ty nj ImiUt. 

OOTtkjn l-'riitr. Lurkch^n 19^0, pp 65-5 


location w'hidi Is the subject of the photographic enterprise. Hie 
photographer produceji a tikeness. a two-dimensional simulacrum of 
part of a three-dimensional subieci that exlsis m a space that has no 
Ixmiids or confines. What i.s created Is something nevv, a simulacrum 
of an outside realitv'. a fashioning of the real that is :is much the 
product of an act of creative intcrpretarion or creative fiction as is 
any written text or narrative It is vvilh the simulacrum that I am 
concerned in this essaj' and with the multiple conceptual spaces 
which it inhabits through its physical existence as photograph, a 
two-dimensional object, not a Ihree-dimensional space 

Hirst i warn to intenogaie Bealo's repuiaiion as a military photo¬ 
grapher, Of rather the photograptis on which rhe reputation is based. 
! do so Through an examination of two albums of his photographs 
held in a private collection in Sydney and now reproduced here.'^'lTie 
volumes contain fifty-six photographs, a nurnt,ier of whicfi are in the 
form of a panorama consisting of two or more plates joined together. 
Some of them are large and spectacular in size; one. a panorama of 
Shu hja ha Hi) bad (’Old Delhi'} ts over six feet long. All are of Delhi, the 
Civil Lines or their env irons, in so far as the Qutb Mtnar and Mehraull 
might be so considered 

From the information presently available it is not clear as to precise¬ 
ly when Beato took the photographs He arrived in Calcutta on 20 
January 1858 from Suez; the following moniJi he lectured to members 
of the Photographic Society of Calcutta and witliin a month he had 
moved up-country There, from the beginning of the hot months, he 
visited cities recently reconquered by ii)e British after the uprising of 
T85? In March and ,\priJ he is reported to have visited Kanpur and 
Lucknow and in October he was again at Kanpur. In the following 
year from February through ro April he revisited the region —^Meerut. 
Agra. Simla and Lahore. Sonietime during ihLs tw'o-year period he 
was ill Delhi and plmtographcd the Iruildings and ^xenes which 
feature in rhLv book 

Wliatev'er ihe tl:ite,s. whichever the year, what emerges b tliat 
the Britisli had well and truly sulxJued Delhi Ivy the time Beato 

Hit Liirienr owtiw ilte \TilNimrs jt j Mutiunal Tmsi bonk sate m ijyJnev 

Frt till- lOHOii. Thif ;]||njnisiiuil Ix-vn Unnait^l fo lie lolcl ui ilie Tnj.Ws.sate by d ftumty 
rN’itjuidtly from Shtain. Tlie [‘Tthx'cniiio'-sty'le ^ili Incticr volumes with ]}pjil-leltpred 
tiiie, MM. were ImurKi m Englaml. Ai rlie end of cacti vvilunie is j foldoui liand- 
WiTSHcfl tti«;|, licuded Vtirws fit tv^Uii follrwed by numbered and idlett tijit.uf Pic 
phfMOjsijpbs 
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reached rhe city. Mutinying sepoys had rushed Co Delhi from Meerut 
in May 1Si7 Not until September did British forces, after having 
encamped for se\'eral monrhs on the Ridge, finally contjuer Dellii 
WTien Bealo eventually reached Delhi he could not record the 
military campaign itself since by then it was over. He couid, however, 
Giprure the battlegrounds and other places of note in that campaign, 
and record the occupying army in possession HLs photographs 
were not taken ai ihe moment of action, a time when the outcome, 
the overall destiny of the ev^ent. was tincemitn. They were not 
reportage, nor pieces of visual loumalism taken in the heat of a 
moment in which the future is uncenain and where mulriple poS’ 
sibilities exist as to w-liai mighi happen Rather, they were about 
a present mediated by a knowledge of what had happened m tfie 
past. Tiiey were endpoints rather ilun lieginnings Kis Delhi pictures 
hence constitute closures trf past events whereas reportage presup¬ 
poses a lack of foreclosure since if is nev'er clear at the time how 
events will turn out. His photographs are thus already on die 
to myth-making: ihe photographs liecoine a record of memory and 
icons for memorial. 

The point operates at a numtxtr of different levels and t vv'ani to 
establish it in different wac'S.Tlie first of these relate to Qeiitn's financial 
intentions He was a professional photographer who ea rned his living 
by selling photrjgraphs, and operated a commcrckil studio in Calcutta, 
His style of operation was to take his photograplia. on location and 
then print them in large numbers. At a lecture in London tong ither 
the even! Ite said that at orie time he had printed in Egypt some 25,000 
images from his negatives ol the Sudan campaign v^'hich, vi hilc pres¬ 
umably an exaggerattoji, Indicates hks stv'lc of uperation.^ The pluitci- 
graphs were made for sale and therefore were designed to appeal to 
an audience. Bntish and patriotic How precisely their purchasers used 
them ts not documented, but the example of an album in tlie India 
Office Records is suggestiv'e. Mrs Vounghu-si^and has a large bound 
album of keepsakes and memenipes of various kinds, including wafer- 
colours, ncw.?paper clippings, liandw’ritten text arid photos She in¬ 
cludes a small nunilrer of Beaio phoic,igrjph.s In a secltoi^ on the 

’ Cciliri Osman, 'New li^tii cm the tteattp Birjrtjfif!*', m Untisih Joiimitl r/ 
rapby. IH, iwr, pp. l2lT-2i The atUi.le ctmiiiin.i. j full repnntitt Benin't lalk tniiie 
Litndnn and t'lwinclut J’Juai3j,‘«pliJi: Sfx’iety as repuiteJ in Uie Suci^v''^ 26 Fdmwify 
18^ issue 


Mutiny.* Tlicy serv'c as her record and her acknowledgement of the 
success of British arms. 

The two Sydney albums fulfil a similar function. The handwritien 
lists at the back of eadi of them indicate Ihe memorial connotations 
attached to the photos.'* More, they sum up the story of British 
ctmquesE and place it in a narrative fomi The first image In tlie first 
volume Ls the pmioon bridge of Ixmts along vi'hidi ihe Meerut 
mutineers arrix'cd in Delhi. The second image is a large panorama 
of Shahphanabad Eiom the if>p tjf a minaret in the Jama Masjid, an 
image that surveys the town that was suh^tequenily to be conquered 
The third andsubsmiiient images until the sev enteenth are of batteries, 
pickets, observ'^aiones and other buildings on and around [lie Ridge 
or which the British liad been encamped: the bviildings show the 
destructlfifi resulting from varitjus stirties and Forays. One image of 
a ravine on the Ridge f 1.7) has four or more ski,ill,s <7JretuIly arranged 
so tluic they face the camera, lx:lvitid an; oilier parts of skeletons, 
presumalily Intended to highlight the gruevimeness of the campaign, 
though tlie positioning of the skulls suggest tlie photo wus carefully 
composed. The next group of phorns are of the places ’Where the 
cify walls were breached and when; the heavle.st fighting occurred 
Ix'fonf tile British army finally broke in ilimugh Kashmiri Ckitc There 
follow photos of buildings within the walled city, again w'herc fighting 
rook place, and then, at the beginning of die second album, iittenlion 
is direaed to the Red Fort and the Jhilace iiscIF and the building 
within the paLtce grounds in W'hich the Emperor was conTmed. Ap¬ 
parently out of plate IS a panorama of the cir^' from the Ridge side. 
raiJier than from within the city, as was tlie case with the Janu .Ma.sjid 
panorama, liut perliaps tliLs panoramii is used to siiiiumTize the view 
of Delhi fnim the Civil Lines where the mam military' action (JccunTcd 
'f'he third image m the second volume iniriKluctrs pathos w'itJi ihe 
photograph of the (tee umler which Christians were murdered sh'Xlly 
after the outbreak of the Mutiny The following group of photographs 
adds a louch of local adour in iliai the Jama Masjtd is shown both 

^ "nie ftt-LiillL-ctiiTn^i of iU4r IruiiiOi life, uft Vol 1 , 

dmd \mK . lOLziSi Ryr F 197 5" 

vtlirn (ht; ph^)ir.k^EplL<i ^ippeai hn coUetiiofts duT asuitJv iunibr 

lilies, suggesting ^ ^imjlamy in pererpEkm and ust of iht iniuges- Cp f<if e^Nunplt: 
dtTiiriptKitl iit J KaLshmin Galt anagt <n ^'nunghushand volurm:, Tlic Cash- 
Csaic fH'lIil — Mie rkiiits nf lin^j^fi Churdi wtn lielumi' jnd its 
m llii? Sidney aJlmm js Kitshii^ir GJie 
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out,sidc .mdi in,<idc, a> -iix- other Tno?^|Ltc.^ and ;i gyitr^^iiy and a .street 
ticctie This is [h<i cilv vvtiicli the Briush <x;aipied — piaurcsque, 
alien and replete with loucliw of diffcrerice — a point to v^hich i 
*vhal! return laier A phcaognipli of Humtiyun > Tomb l^. c.iegbinfi>rf^.ed 
uiTo Muum menlora(■^^[la ns the pbcc where rbe Emperor Hed jiftcr 
the ot Delhi afid where lie waii ci^fitured. I'hen the plimo- 

fc^raplis rnme Ixtyirnd the iTinfmes of SbuhiahanatIni'Ll lo other mionu- 
mcni-s. the eighieenfti-ceniur>'Jnmar Manrar nsirononucal ob^rviuoxy 
and the 4'ompleK tpf siruclures ar Mehnimli around the Quil> Miruir. 
The cdltvfton <x>nc}udcs witi; ii last inuige back in Mtv Civil Liriei of 
the new bunal ^;;round and the reeenily completed (Omb of GeneriiJ 
NiLholscin who bad rallen durinii Ule eanipaign Hie last image reaf- 
bfins the r(inip(>site nieissage the volume \i again lia^ a rouch of 
pathos in Its ref old of Nicho!son"s death for the Empire, it affirms 
bravery and in reconStitg the new Untish i?cineten Jt miike-^a further 
underlying pc^int ab)ui British tjtxTjfiuiLOri and coiK|utrsl rif territoiy' 

'] he photi-jgTijpIrs and rhe way they are +:omhiiwd openite at differ¬ 
ent levels. Thay recount the siory of Hnnsh conquest, a sTor\' that 
i>ec:ime rapidly familiar to the BritiiUi public throLjgh the pre^ss of the 
day and the v^’.irions ffturnaJists w^vo repc^rted on w har was happening , 
as w'ell as in inTitimerablc b.x^k^, pmmpblets and srjiigs TJic details of 
the IJetht campaign and all i\^ sites would liave Ixxm familiar bv name 
to patrioiic Britons. As a popular piece of piano niLisict>f the day, Tlie 
Battle March. I descriptive of the Triumphant Entiy' into Delhi' demon- 
.simtes, the s icUity' in l^elln 'ft as equated w'lthall theapprO|>risixe I5nush 
virtues hnivet^', pa trior ism and superiority The words used to explain 
the music make the poini as well a.’v any oilier cAample 

Dm clock at the iMlace a\ the Great Mcsgul strikes rotir Break of Bay. Bnims 
at 3 distance. :Sunnse. SXomm^ Bujilc Cat! tclm The Mutineer!! m poissession 
ot Delhi Umnis. I'VDLA.N AIK 'lU a tlcilanceJ The Mi]riiiecf> anr iiUiTmcd at 
the approach of flic bfitish <la^‘3lp ■ftAS'AlKV Gencr.il ^“"ilsr-n’.^ 

jfnVflJ ai the i^arslimerv Hale xhifisi of die VKiiinmus rcsfsttng I liilt IDlt, Ihe 
*ipp™di rriiftipeti'aiil lorTrrvips lo fr^mi m older-sf Bailie iitaiernf Wiirwm 
^uiiers ati untiirdiate attack Nkitlai llanrttiri Flight * if tht MLilnieef-p flurmh 
1 liiirah Huihih^ iltcy fl> Ssiiilv un in I htpc i Kd l‘ngtaru:l 
See the (^^^nqii’iing I leiti 
S«Hind the Tniinpels Iwal tlw Drums' 

TiuinpcLv nuii]|:Ha> HIE CA\lFIiELLS ARE aiMIMJ 

' fr t 1 m Phdl^Lj n T^i- HtHfh- .t-tafr /> fMfst npfit r rr/ '/nrrmpht$m tytffj M'fht 


/Virumg theit other c<>iinoTailon$. the wools combine ideas of place 
and conquest just as do Beato s phoiograplis Bcato treo^ts hts hat tie- 
scapes Ln a restrained and cofLstrained manner approprfaie for the 
mcc^Siige^ [hey are to ttmrain. He doe* not use framing str\icture.s to 
bcauiifv the scene or anempi to dfumatize them ^ ilh stark close-ups, 
for Instance, of silhouetted halT^tanding walls or docjrw'ays. RutlieCp a 
concern to represent the terra in of rhe bartlcgiourids ensures a sinv 
phciwof composiEJon and an element of starkness. Ilie need to reo^rd 
thus cn^jiires an appropriate, Respectful treaimenl in representing the 
ground- I'hese phciEt jgraplis have few distr+ictH^ns, they are ihjI dressed 
up wilti clusters of people, subiugaled ot otherw^ise, nop arc daily 
actuiues depicted to take aw^ay alientton from the main focus Beato 
chticjiscs Eo delineate nothing more than the bstitlcground itself There 
are tv^'O exceptionSH however in rhis grouping of photcigniphs which 
do contam people r.Jne 11 I"") is E>f a site w hich sJope.s down and away 
frcKii ihe viewer and has a complex fX^rspcctlvc' a rHrnse of the dinwn- 
Sion* of the scene ts provided hy ii group of Indians seated in the 
immediate foreground and at ihebouom of the piaure. bui the people 
are so unimpt^nanr that Bealo curs them off andalk^vs them only half 
their bodies. Tlie Oliver example 0.24} Ls driven nor by composiiional 
exigencies but by a mess;ige: a solitary' uiufonmxJ soldier is shown 
standing on a ha-^ton of die aty walls beside a flagpole^ a signal both 
of British conquest and the continuance of British contfcjl 'Hie innages 
are very cUFferent from the battle imaged he recorded in China a couple 
of years later: nor only ane there dead figures strewn on die iiat- 
ilegixiunds, there is an Image oJ an encampmenl with tents, horses 
and soldiers, and other imagt^ peopled with soldiers scattered within 
a tort IS 'fhe Chinese Uutlescapes are full of people, the Delhi ones 
arc einfxv and devoid of them. 

By necessity Beait> > b.tttlescafies could noi mimic the spiritedness 
of the pMpiiku genre of U^ttie punts wilh then charging horses, 
marcliing soldiers, waving standards, gunslioi smoke and flying 
I'tiion jacks, even had his equipmeUT ^jcmriited ti —For the simple 


Arrtitj^ed fijr tOc PiiiUti E. Kltniiin Hart. ljc^rKJ<^?n. n.U. TKt: copy <iE HiLs vhe^t 

ihusk: cmfjulieel i.^ in the auiliur s o£iltecEif>n. Another copy', cEiiecI c, is illiiM raced 

m CIA. Biiyly (ixi c .r-tft tittutraieii .WixA^iri huikt i600-J§H/7, Oxford 

UniwrtiJly FrtsS, Vsrv rX'lisi, p 

n Set? liii: iEii;i>tcs ftrpftxiuccd In ilhtk Wnrswick ^neJ junuihan Spence, fmfkjruil 
C'hfmi Pttnnwick r-TO-ft-n, t/SA, IWK, pp. 53-7 
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reastin tliat iher^: were no such scenes when he was tn Defhi 
fnsteiid^ he capiures ihe bailies through tlveir siftcnnaih In iJ\e spiice 
of the battlegmufid Because he jreiits that ground with Tcspect, 
and e\en snudness, hv> images become ^ field on whidi can lie 
imposed an inierUnked sei of imperLil values those of patriotism- 
strength, stjperioriiy as demtsnstraiird in the conciiierett — and theru^ 
fore hallowed — Bntish gmund The resimint in his ireatment permits 
the image4? to l>e imbued with a seriousness appropriate for a site 
on wiiich ail ihe eserrpLiry British virtiiea of teamwork and 
for die greaier gtJOd had been demonstrated. 

Beca use they commemoni t c as we! I as record t he ha tidl ing of \ hese 
batllescape photographs has a dirfcrent qualirv' fron^ Bcato'ft <nher 
scenes. The ground ac<^u[res ^ different feeling Lind was n<i longer 
everv'dav space: it has beeri Touched by she limina! and the sacred. *- 
Noi long after Rebelliuu, ti>e Itaj turned many of the key sites of 
its Muilny into special i:ommemafiiti\e places, seculiir sacral spjtce 
The new and Britisli cemetery in which Nicholson w^as buried 
one such So too were some of [lie Dellii locations photographed by 
Beait'i to hecome Mutiny memorials later — Ka.shmiri Gate among 
them In Luckno^v, the Residem-y, also photographed by Beaio, was 
m this caiegon' rfK> Hiltc the sTiucrure was dominaTed by a Union 
lack which was ne^^er low'crcd day or mghf, being ilie only suc:h flag 
in the Bmpirc, at least until August I94r when it was [aken down 
secretly in the middle of the nigiii and ghen to King George to add 
to his collection. The most exrremrc example of Bntish sacred niemor^^ 
wus the Well At Kanpur where a numlx^r of Europeans had died — it 
became a mcmortal and Indianv weie TOLsilly prohibited from entering 
it during the cntitv perw^d of British rule The Well, in a photograph 
taken bv Samuel Buurnc% features m fiumeious nineteendi-cenLiiry 
ulbutns of Indian scenes and was one the mexM comn^>n laser 
nineteenth- and early r^wniicifnieniUTy^ postcards As for Beain's 
bjnles^ca pes, they illuj^Tratc ihc place of miliiarv acnon w hich for Bnri^Lh 
^aewe^s wcie assiKiaied witli a ninge of icieasiind emotions about the 

1 ^ I haw tH:en iriflucAced here h>' Chi Lstiipher Tinney eUsLUJiskuiaiKiui iht.' values 
anached »> in \u> 'Murnl fi^pnphilin: iht nf lantbcapc in lnda:in 

i>teogrjplh^\, m Rrk tlirsdi ami Mhztrjel O Hjhlna {viiAh - V 

^{tpe f^'^rapatui^ cm nf;Jijevrc:e Qunrndnrt IVcw, OltfHc^nJ. pjj. 

TIk: ssie^ wiere pjrt erf sijjhTseernfi scl^edulirs wct| (acci rlit^ lollu'a'ing 

ceniury' hw csamplei then li^^lng m Murrjys hH f/amihcK^k/or Ty^in*lterf in ftuha, 
Bur7ru4 tuui . Julirl Miitrd>, U>ntlj ih, I'sUs ed pp 2Ai) 29T-?^ 


nature of British power. The phottJgrnplTis werepart o! I he raw' mateTial 
as well ait a contribution to the growing cult of Empire for which India 
was all too often an iiiTO'hiing source. 

If an evolving celebnmon of Empire underlies Beaio's photographs, 
the iioiion ussuined other s^hape^^ when he moved ills camera away 
frcim battlegrounds. Military presence ts stilt rnediaitd in his reexsnd 
of ihc pickets, Ixittene^ ;ind the lines in winch the army encamped 
(Of all those montlis on the Ridge and its surrounds Most of Uic time 
In these pI’HKOgraplis the places %ite empty r^tdiers fhe UxattOiv 
bs enough to convev the story of the former mililaiy cncflmpTnunis 
There ts. however, one striktnf:^ image or a pickci wtih soldiers. pc:ised 
in unifamt arounti ilielr cannon and Iv^htnd them die domes of a 
niJsjEd — but rn the distant TTSidground other Aoldie^^. biifely visible, 
stand posed, but out ot uniform as tf ihey are on a picnic i2.bd 
Though the Brtlish jmy luve Ixren the army in tKcupautin, and 
ihougii their victortes figure ih Bemo's fepresenuitional intenrkms. 
they are only parr of the stoiy his images ctm^'ey Signiitcantlv there 
are no porTraiis of stildiers as [individuals in she Sydney albums, unlike 
his pliottis [aken in [.iicknow W’ljar Ik^ito dtJcit here Ls present 
soldiers as pan of u group, [ndividuality \s |iiM as rite gnAtp itself 
].s dw arfed Ijy the scenery which surrounds them, the mo&que which 
towers aixjve and reduces ihcin. Vhough ihc Bnlisli mav f>e m com¬ 
mand, their soldiers are nwcnheless diminbhed and it is the sur- 
rcumds which dominate, not the soldiers, How' the photos wcR^ fe;id 
by a Victorian audience is another muiier ITte lists describing these 
iiniflgcs In die Sydney albums (w-hich are used in Section J of this 
volume to pitjvidu headings for Beaitfs phi^osi Wate them only in 
a con text of militai^' histnrv as 'Crnw-'s Nesi Bailed’ or A not he t Vacw 
lof tlid same baiteivT .\ft5squc iieai \hc '■Custoiii I louse" Ikinep' and 
so on Given ihis nivv^age the phou^graphs uyre ptcsuniably lend 
Anr pLirt of ^he of military Curuiuest and impenal hlsfoiy fhe 

presence of wkhers provides a loiirti of ^^ensiiniiiH.ide and pcriiaps 
another assertion tif the Idea of Imperial coniqucsi and live* taming of 
foreign ground. The iiiiliur\' srraml Is dearlv a &trtmg iitidenrurreiir 

i^CcinUa-tl lliisJitck ^^ilU HeJS^k-^ pul rail ^if in lutikorm* kin 

I li>rsc Hi'libAf:Tll, Uii know , rViiEjii|^ lilt: IniJlijn MaliAe MuecIs ISSrt ^vJie^ h lui liEMIrjLEs 
of U the sVtecdiain aittl Assist au! Surgefin ArKkrrst^u wah A tu 

Sikh ravjIrjTnen. kill fthfim kinr UMin^^ui^ltutl kT;^ p>nrail^ I'h^r phfuo jpprsr^Si in 

WV-ji^wiek ^(liJ Enilv^-ir lusi \i 1* 
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in Ihese ih« W4y I he compi>iiiTicjin& iine frJiiKtl 

stiggttit.s There were oiker seis f>f ideas and contexts at ^vo^k. lliey 
rdarc not iii^in(rdt:i[eiv to displays ot power bui ic> aesthetic debates 
ami transitions in artbik forms. 

I k'ic I tiecd to diverge in (irder to establish a context for the test of 
tlic thscussion. The photogruphcr in die tti'itjs was tlur redpwnj — 
cv-erv V id ini — ijf at tejst itvci sets <4 notioiw jlxmi ihe kind of 
COmposiiiun he should Ik‘ CTLMting and the kind of images the new 
nK'diuiii should prixlucc Its range and extent wvre sriil undear and 
numerous stareinenis were made as to wliai photography conid and 
shouki do 'llHr til It' of a 19Tf>s \'it‘t(jidj and Allien Museum exhibitroti 
stimrTi3n7.esone mitknineleenth-cenlitfy aniUidc: Fir>m fikJavptufUiofi 
j.v (ivaul" In titiier words, (he rt:.dism ot phfJtograpliy would replace 
painting arul wmiiU do all tliat painting could vUi mid do ii txnrer. 
Pbottigmpby \\ih\ superior in its ability to repnesem detail; it bad a 
sharpness and cLinty that painimg could only dream of. Pliotographs 
were assessed in die IM'iil'i in lemts of liicir riaturalisiti, dicir alrilirv to 
recreate shar|>, prt'cist* inuigts if the clarity ivas tiol (fiere ihen the 
image W'as considemd to have failed Titus ihe f}f>ntfKiy 7ime^ chose 
lo note (fiat Naiayen Dajee s photogniplis hatt ficen 'greatly admired 
lor the softness o( (heir tone, theirck%tmess of coliigr. and sharpness 
of detail' Tlicw weie aljso to caplurc the quality- of light present m 
India — the bright, bhniing sunlighi"'” which had an inreiusuy so 
dJlTcrent from the sulidued lighi of England. A phoKrgmpher .should 
captuie iltLir feeling :is wvtS hlirgographs vwa- judged on their aliility 
l<i capttire likeness and were jiraised thcrctore. All of ihts reinforces 
ilie idea of plititograpliy as Ix'ing uEnaui realism Its priiducts were 
judgcil In terms of cicnJing likcnvs.s and achieving shurpness and 
juccision. 

bur there wasanoilior .igenda used in the 18S()s to assess u photo¬ 
graph— iLseorivergeme w jtli an thtougii what were iieJd to Iv |.WJpt r 
subject iiiattcr and ovmfHSition The argument was that a photograph, 
like a piiiniing, sbotild have a disimciive subicct and treatment. A 
phoiogrupii shutilU Lh.- .sjKdal iHxause oi and liirougli its suliffin 

<V ’pjh." All^ I>HUii il iff ijfe.ti HriT.iJn 'friHit n njffic pmunnj^ fa ttmti 'tJh: /re,!;ir)ui tiRS 
\'\ixt‘%t}iL dncl Allit-if ^»(fist'\int, to MjLiiJii-l'i ^iiiv IJirtiiMTi. 

-W A|irti 

r Hitr plir-iife i'< is:ied mai n i! if >ii is 11 [n 

Tymi'% li Jjjiujjy i\r^ ji ui ifm ^iuWiv nf lrkli.in 

SfitnUurd. I linUiirv 


mirier* i\ was o( Tix> to subject mAttct ihdi sva^ repciitive, 
uncli^nnjauiishccl or undi fief emitted. Thus, one coiiimentator n< 3 ted 
iiui n phoiograph of u railway line was tio d:i!Tt;rent from any other 
railway ime, and hud notliirtg lo distinguish it in any way.*^ Suhitrci 
noilLT h;id IQ be special, a spec sal ness determined noi by genre, 
portrait, hindst^pe. architecture or wJiatcv'er, but by a subjeci in that 
genre svhich different, unrciortled itnd CompCRSition 

was Jikewise to hic ;ipprc>priarely atitgicnve. but whai was atrr^ciive 
noi necessiinly clearly spelt out in early conimems As one pholCJ- 
gnipher noted, his prim of the Kunhen Oaves near IJombay w as likely 
to 'more interesting to imni^uunans than lovers of piauresiijue 
sceneA' .*■' Ideas oi mvstuA^ and suggestheness wx^fe favoured:^* so 
\x.x} were framing ikx-ices and angles, as long as they did not imerfefe 
with the ovemll cliiriw that was held to be axiomatie of tile rnedium. 

Behind the talk oi composition lay more than halT 3 century of 
discussjon uIkiuI She n< 3 tiun of the piauresque.^ Wh^s constituted 
pit:iureS 4 |ueiiess had lx?en most dearly artkiibted in William Gilpin's 
wTTtings in the late e^giitecnlh ceniury-^ hss books w-erc reprinted and 

A mvKfWta of tht June number cj! the v^itjiflii/f*j{ Photo^n^bte 

tifier mriTpSiming chiit tin: t^eptiunca wTim ihreradbare' as a subtect 

itji'n A S«.L!fw pn the &r>Tnl:wv and Biaroda lintiil Kaiiw^y hiivjnH 'nu 

ihtert'St ft^haieveT lu the uf liuml iklLneahhti simpiv ^ iii uuuniri^ im a dtriU 

Sc\"tf, s.csfvtjX'U with a confused heap uf naii(>'e jiitiifijrtWfjrnpScjyuti In the ot^mtfuciicm 
flf ihe tine, jnd might equaSly repre^r any oUief mtk of railway thus is \ximg 
xionsiAiLierl die ^Irear^- aiul unintciv^tnj^ pljtns of tlie Deccan.' BomhriK Ttfnes, 
3t August ]S%7. 

1“^ 7^- /nrJkiti Amafujirs i^jcvt^^rvtpbic Afbum. Nos Z8 juU 2^ divd in Btymbcn 
Suitulitrfl 1? Noi-emlJer 

^ d ii review of 7l;r Phot^^mphii! AUmm <if May lfi^7 which a 

grikpii trw lil^phanLi Cnw icrnipU' wiiiLli gave* hui \hv untrinrc to the ^uperkkni^ 
cjvcrd. hui \Xfi htact? andgluomy letiicment fmm Ifur ^uru^hine of Ujy, ^intJ its sJmduwy 
pillani Mrrn in liSd? di^ncc. cvulentx ;in article eye m ihe paintcT s selection 
4 il dX' , In Bmritkiv Ti>«VJ 19 Jiin« tHS 7 

Tin: discussiE^t] on ptiiiui-^uTOew^ ijas l^n influi^m:^! by G H K 

mikjt.mm, ^niG Indian hcrunrKjuc Um^es of Intha in l^riiisli E^ndscape I'iiirUing, 
l in Hayly ted k .4ijr fUiiytniii-tl HisfoQ' of ^hv^trsi /ijx/irf pp 14l-5ti keict 

GjJjsse. Pmnituji 4*m /lAe Iturf^m i:fPbQfd^niphy\ Museum ot 

Mrjckm A4i, York, i9«l, KfcCiualis B. Dtxks, GuJjTlt^ spnNanons pkiure^i^^c 
iK-jLiT). iT^ilmiiu! knoidodge. arni c:olin MackenfiCTt ut \ni\h\ [n Caltierine 

B Av[a?T 4 nd"njiUiti‘*R .'^IcttaiUtas), Oxford 

and lUH, New Delhj, 1994^ pp 

^ Willla m C iipfn, lhn\^ Einnn 1 m PicturKSi^iiMi Bimuy FUrm tv^fue TmiU md 
on fMH€t€npe m u'buib is a poi^i an /^wiscapa 

H Ulimiie. LtuHkiu. ZruleiL. 17^4 FacsEnuie teprsnE. EnEcm^Urinal, Fimlx^r- 

fMigSj. mt 
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Their ide^i^ us^fd well into the nejci century: Esscmial^'. wh*ir Gilpin 
did W3S tti te^(itimize the iundscape as d niajor genre, to relial^iliiate 
its sulijeet nuuier as the contH.‘rn of high :irl painting and prints and 
to give it d standing it had noS had bi:fatr. If the hind^ape wlls a 
prtiper sLib|ec[ for painttng i[ was ne\'er[heless not. to l:)C realized 
through llie means prrwidfd l>y die nefJ-eiassical perspeciive of 
Renaissance arr huE hy the use of newef itleas of perspective il'uit Ivid 
[x^en de\ eloping over the |>revious couple of centuries Different 
ways of handling spae^ were to i>c utiliJced whidi. amongst orher 
nnutera, involved the foreshoitening of ^pace* die movement of prim^ 
ari" subiecT from ihe central pynmiidul point, tiie iiUfoduajon ot cJilTs 
Of hills, ranMntk' looking trees and die like as df jminani mtiols. and 
the use of human hgiires lu prnvitlc a sense i>r size Ihe lafidscnfje 
Ixaaine n:»maiitici/cd, an obverse of the indti*trializ:iititin tbit was 
cliiinging the ciiv scape. Utncbcupes bea^me a major genre in the 
[>aiE]ting of Ehe early ninetecnili centuir>' and figtireil e\'Oii m^jrc [:jrom' 
ineutly in the new ly invented lithograph and aquatint pren^esses Wliile 
piciuresqueness imposed a ’v ision on the landscape, it also required 
a degree of accuracy in the depiction o[ tOjXJgraphv. I'he use ai ihe 
camera oli^^ura, a mechanical device whereby an image of i lie outside 
wTDfid Wets (hre/wn on to a surface which was then traced hy die sintsi. 
further promoted the move to vtsual accuracy. I'he Darnells, witea 
they toured Jndia to pui together a set of dm wings antJ paintings 
later to lx? made imo luige aquatints, used a camera tjliscura ro ensure 
topographical and architectural exaailude Bui their compositions 
were still influenced by ideas of pieiuresriiiencss, an especially ap- 
propriaie mindset with which to hatidle the verf different sighis they 
encountered in India 

Picturesqueness as it developed tii BrUisii hmdscape art thus had 
a numl>er of co-existing dements |n moving aw ay from RenaLssance 
perspective, it promoted the visually -ilxTrant of diSieretu, and e^en 
while promoung a rOfriLinticized landscape Jt ncvcrilurlcss required 
some likeness of the origbtjl subject. Moreover, diougti it expressed 
the preferences (rf w1>a! fhc British wanted to see in India, ii did 
so ihrough a pre-deteimincd aistheTit pie/ertnce As rilloisTCjn 
notes, 

Wbil Is clc^r is that the idea ol the PiclurcsqLic, having arisen iVom die 
dist'ussions about European larnliicape tfi ilic mid-eighteenth cenluiy, cannot 
itself fx? identiricd as pare of rite iinperiaStst pioicct Tunhermare it was so 


funLiamental a pait nt ilit: English landscape tradition that to most arttsiv it 
was not 4 const'kjusl)' aLkijU-cd iiiscruuient 1 mji an inescapable artistic vision 

Bhotographers In India in the 18>(>s were caught in ihe middle 
Isciw cen ideas i4 prciufesciuertes& and ideas of naturalLsni Berth W'enc: 
required, though at umes rtie pursuit ot one might apparentlv me^in 
die denial ol the other Beatn. 1 soggesi, vm' much expressed the 
ambiguity invoked in The iuxtapt>5ilion of realism as reer^rd, and 
picturesqueness as pleasing composiuon. And ii ts the rwo elements 
put usgcthcT that help explain the characteristic features of his photos 
of the mliitaq plcktrt> Tlie pickets are placed witliin a piaupt*f4ue 
landsfupc, tihserv'ingt hecorvefitionsand idioms of thD.*»e bndscapes. 
TTiCir pictures :itv depictions i landscapes and observe the LradiLiOns 
of piciure?it|ue landscape", the dominafice of nature and the use of 
naUiral feaiijrcs lo set the content But they are also reosrds t?f Itrinsh 
milium^ presence and in this sense thev con form to the milittm' agenda 
ol tlie iinfierial proiet t Hie rccoidmg ftiriction of pJioiograpliy takes 
the picture^KiLie aesEhettc and turns ii imo rhe purposes of Empire 
E^uT ncvcEThekss The luiages remain within a picTUresque aesthetic 
and ihe\'^ arc not c^onsinicted Sij as to pre.sent an orientiallzod India. 
.1 place oP ex<rtie dtlfcrcnce and oiherncs- — iJie dlflertaice crmics 
from ixmantidMi^ not finm oriental ism 

Qin a similar mierpretiiEion be applied to ilsase |ihniographs thai 
[lave no appatcjit function of InutiediaTc militaty' il lust ration^ wivai of 
rile phcrttigniphsfif Indian liul]Lling.s and Indian fxikictfv' S^iineof those' 
ot the PalLice and ihe Red t’pn in w hich the deteared Emperor had lived 
beat a deaf tiuliiao. titcsi^agt^ one is of a iirtilding iti which he \vas 
cciufiEied lifter hisdvfeiU til); aiioiher t2 of the tree under whk Ji 

\hc (’hnstians were bi.ipp<mxllyi nia?«,uTcd-^ — and lw>t[3 c;itTV“ a 
message alxiui ihc campaign and Jis arieriTiaiti 11 le bihon c paicwiav r’lt 
the Palace 11 ib > ,itid itie views the PaL4<.c Irimt \iii^ riverstje walls 
I I JT and .itc tc» explKH !iut die inttges duwv a palace whidi is 
rtin down and decrepit not one which is a pnnid cxmiple oE Muvhal 
arehiteaure. framing devkc-s ‘^udi ±s the rncj rellLHiing the walls 
jful The imikiingv nn u>p of ii (1 J”s. He ieiU* .r pkairesriLic 
acsttielEC, IhU generally tlte Pabt e envinjn^ are dnw'^npliiyed and the 
itnage of die place presemed H appropnati' lor ihc site t>f a dcEe.Eted 

-> G ti.l^ 'Tiltrffson Indun ru.lnwM}kK- m tCij'l) U’%\ }, Uf 

th%tf 97}' f j/' ,Tf(n it^ni /Ili/tr*. p tS J. 

3T Hlsj idwnUfcjjj Utli.; ol *'riil <i! Ilk- siscontl allkiiii 



lUfttios sxfhi 199"^ 


«n{?iny The .ilbiuii o,?nt:iins no phorograpti.v of soirw of iho mote tieju- 
lllul i(iterif»f> of rile Pitlaoc — and whisher Beaic took any’ ls undewr 
Ihs trLMiineivt ol iho/:ima Mas|id (2.(i> is more straijthtforward Tile 
inierinr lacing diicclly 4t the great Uonie. the nuiureis and the 
mthmh is a eJever tw'ivplvoto [xmoratna which ov'ercome.?! the diffi¬ 
culties of archiicaural photography and tiniiiages to keep Kmili ilie 
minaret.<i perpendicular, TJie persptclivc is strictly Kenaissance nec>- 
classic jl:-^ ,i srraightfttiw arcl depiction which pnovitlcii a sense of the 
sirength of the stmciure. iiimibrlv. the side view ol liic steps and the 
miintrets Is irealfd ss-itti et|ija[ resiTitiiu. There is little attempt to 
s'xoticizv iht' striict^iie with the addiikin of k*c:il wlourfiil tCHU'lies. 
ID the was that the I'lantells had treated the same suhiecr from 
apprtJKiinjiU'lv llir .saiui- angle -'' Tliertther pholograpUs of buildings 
wititin the ctrv are mofe tlearly pit’tgrcscjuc. espet ially the mos(]Lie 
tramed liy an archw.iy — it traptures un unusual view and is the only 
linage in the ctillecuon Thai mighi tx* litlx'lled exotic liv contrast, 

(he image ol a lain ts'miite h hamlJesJ ivjtU siatk restmtnt In which 
liuniiiii figures are ni,n intnxlucc'd at all The jariUi Matuur, the gri^n 
Hobsen arttrs', is shown in al] its neo-rcaliM strangeness but the figure 
intfoducfd IS ot :i Enmpeari male cl:uiii.x'ring up the steps In a way 
that is not III till- knisr dominating ('il5J As fot the photographs 
taken at Mchrauli the t^inrb Mmar and v^arious toriilis and 

structures, ihe tecording here is detail asshorjrand precise as possilrlc 
Tlie scetie is exotic in so far as the sliapes are diffeient rmni structures 
in Europe Imr ftiL* coni|st;sifit>n avoids attempts at obvious framing 
ptCTLiresqucness. presumably the dciaiU of the nnas are sulficieni in 
thetiiselves Again, how the iniages 'sea* read at the lime b uiicicar 
the album iisEs give only rheir names and ihey have no rcLiiionship 
to ‘Miiiiity events and no military a^srxiations In iliai they represent 
sliuctures wliii h are pre-Muidial and Uierekire bad no connection 
with the cjii’iiiifS of itritjiii. ihey nw) well have Ixren rt*:id in their 
own aesthetic right —even if if .in alien aesthetic - Such Knages 

Kit; pisrtt'l'dtlnhiClcil H< Citvlc tk'IliJ An kk-il 

t J ni?pirsR<LKixl In p. 12 

iluTH Thir. hiniitisihMiisikl tkrlhJ il 23» fcpit>fli 3 (n:sJ m 

MUiliir'U cbcTr f/t Hi'Jii Pk iun^iftirP^Hrr^Tf <^'ihomii.ymni Wiiiium 

thttiwU T'fiarivc,v an-tl Hijd;^>fk Lyjfidiijn. 1780, p. 

llhi> iiKniTiLMUfk l*F Wtlhun ll^m.irU Itn-M- MiULtltr 4 f>. i-nni' 

whitji ccHukiint^ un nnej^uJisJ jriAMim u-iih ;iilt|»rAUf?h hv ilh^«cr inkii^nAEil^ 


ser\'cd much the same pvirposc as i>i>stCiirds were later to do, ns 
records of mtereiiTing scenes or detail of intricate carv'tng, but how 
br it is feasible to analyse them further in terms of orieniallsm or 
exoticisTti or even in lenris of the imperial prcijet i is less clear 
Perliaps an answer to some of these issues tan lie gleaned by 
looking at ifie way Beato lias handled (seople in the non-nUliturv' 
photographs and. more generally, how people were tmiied a.s 
subiect matter in Raj photographs. There is :i great dtral of cogency 
in I he ways in winch the phoiogniplvr of unpt^nalisin from sllgliily 
later in the ceniiiry has btx'n analysed in terms of their illLi.stfiiling 
iin orientalist discourse and mediating ideas of social com ml and 
social power, The argilmcni put simply is tluii the plioiography «i 
India ileliJiefaieiy fepresenunJ and helped in tlie con-siruction of 
.Asiiitic dilTerenCe, an A-nian other of exoticism, of weird and wonder¬ 
ful CListonis and reiigions. of an anarchic or else hieiafchicallv 
obicftid Sfsaciy It was contrasted witli the order and raiiunality 
of European and Dritbh stK-iery, Plugt>gf:iphy, science and literal Lire 
nut 1-1 nly created images of difference ;ind j^ur forward the idea of 
a chasm in undcrsuinding Ixitwet-n the tw^o continents but aiso 
jusiitied foreign and British rule. Piiotograplui, then, illustnired and 
highlighiedi difteicnee, but also served an additional function. They 
fitted into the wbvs <n winch the Raj exened its powder through 
tile control of knowledge, through classtficalion and .■Rfpamtioii, 
Thus, later plioiograplis of various cistes and trilxfs, ol different 
occupations, of v arious religions and categories of people represytii 
the nexus lietwcen knowledge power and pt;r.v#>nified social control. 
While srjivie of the early IBAOs phiJtcigriiph,s. taken for example Irj* 
memitets of the varkHis photographu sf.nieties in India, were 
concerned with ilie depiction oi pts>ple iveJonging lo various srxrial 
types, irtim die lRd(>s photographic cbssificaiion dime into its own 
in the loftn of (he govern me ni-4pf>nsrired multT-volumvd Tf,ie 
oj hjiiia, which w'as prrxluccd between iSCig and JRTt replete 

a(;liiE?vt!i«rni Ih- dt‘*irU:X'iJ liie tiisisi vxiniuicJiiuri' itfiwitis-a liuiikjh.i (imt Stiif'ii^ul' 

man artitietuifv, m ills runii <it prf itesirjiK lemplcs Micti a* fnii iIic (xxk'LV uf 
Briiisii Afftulccls cuuki Lliwim the liki- ul jitttT ihcir .innual diniii.'f pit' plifucixianli 
aiunirtiiuidilu fiitfiCif In the 'uirkU-tfiil fkhney-. 4 lieesTraviit;LifTt poiesnurnuM tjie 
T^iltlness tif nntirnicni. ihc eitiui-iiic finidi mE iliu-ie luins. ii|u iifigm anti fil4t-ct of 
whidi have puzxtcd cwr hns jniiciuorlus. I jiimltvU jnJ vitviJorcrJ. wliitii rto-f iulilIi 
liuf ItrK ot' ii> fan tin ah' tiutn- ii> tndur nr //h* r^for Kiiiitlecbe. Vt'ame. 

jiui ftL»iJtli.xlj!r, Umih'jnj Vot- II, p "ti 
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wiih ?onic photo^^rJiphj^,^ indisiri? dtniccl individu:4liiV in 
rhe wiiy rhev ^vt^re phicxxl into tr(regt>riuii iind reduced lo essemiLiiist 
iitereoiypes. 

Ah [o h<yw lar IknUo's wotk can be fined inm sticl^^ a rjn^e of 
expl:m 3 tKin \s another matter. Indians appear m frumy photograph.s 
and prov ide Ineal colour viS well tilling picturesque c<jm]X)Sitioml 
ncccb as mcn?:.ufing sticks against which the ca vvfiar was Ixing 
phorographed could Ixf p>erccsvcd 7lleir presence coutd presumabty 
cater to a desire lo see exotic Iridiaiis ponrayed and in tlus sense diey 
ixmld Wx^ll Ix" interpreted as excmpkins of ni least a pkinrescjue if not 
irncaTalist intent. On the other handp as with the solditTs, there are 
liardly anv pcjnraits at Tndsans ar attempts let illListrate categories or 
types i}\~ IndL-ins Hierc .irc exceptions- one is the group of pahiiiquin 
curriers in the LudloTA <iisTle picture (1.15) and the otlitrr is ilie not 
verv clear tigiire of someone who seems to lie ji sadhu in a plioiogra ph 
token in the Qutb .Minuf complex iZ luy But these photographs prO' 
vide kx'jl colour nuher rlian depicfiitg categories ITie photograplis 
are not aliout the discourse of knowlcdge/pt^jwcr and do not illustrate 
ii. What IS interesting abou: the Indians who do fe:tture jn Beata's 
Delhi pj^otographs ili;ir the sairie people reappear in moiit of them 
TJieie arc four or five who appear time and time again, as far us it t$ 
possible to tell by blow^rng up the detail of the linage. There is one rail 
man w ho 1$ paiticularly distinctive with a lurban lliat comes dow n to 
I he middle of his hack (see. for example, 1.6, KJ and U). In the street 
Scenes a few uddjuonai people are also Included, bur the nuclear group 
is also present II my rciiding of the photos is correct, then Beaio was 
probably using lire indkms he employed to help him with Iris equip¬ 
ment as lie went about phoTogmphing Delhi Ciirkiusly. [here .ire iwo 
Eurfjpeuns who reappear m the phoros: one is the man w eanng a sola 
hat who is dambering up die steps of ont^ of tlie Jantar M.mrar 
Mnadures and wliti alsti appears in from of another obsvrv*it<iry on 
the Ridge <2.13 and 1.5); The other man wears a soft felt hat and has 
a kixuriuitl dark Lx^ard (2.17 anti 25 1 I suspect he msghi Ixi Bcalo and 
lliat he got someone to hike the image wliich he had sei ufi. As for 
the older irtan, he is remarkably similar to a sv'lTponrait of another 
British phoiograplief. Captain Gili.^ Tiic two Europeans do noi appear 

Six cutais Cl luy m CA li -'I rt liltinn ritv^ qfMotJim 

"Skx 'Cif Slain GlU ii^lrd ki IrTwii iNc CJiinlmiTJiti MutiJttt-v .i Tctnplc;^ Km I mil. 
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in the militarv'^ photos and do not eonvtfy any especial sense of Raj 
power. The stilied poses of Ixith Indians and Hiiropeans are repeateci 
in various phonographs, i^nneiliing indicative of the phorographic 
lechnolog^^ avaibtl^le to Beato which required subjects to remain |ier- 
feedy still for a time in order lo be sure of a sharp image. 

Judging by the appearance ol the non-military individuiib= Jn the 
photographSi the Hiiropcan^ do not represent The conquering for¬ 
eigner. though their comfortable presence m ihe various Icxracions 
suggests easy familiarity and a riglU to l>e Ltiere. As for the Indians, 
tfieir placing dc)es noi convey any iu>tkjn either of a sulx>rdinate<l 
population or of individunis ciitegonzed as types. Given the overall 
focus or rhe jll>uins on phees jsstjciated with miliuirv conquest, there 
sv'cnri X(i luivc been Hide need to depki u suhiug^itcd popuhec and 
even to categorize tlieiii Brihsli n.ile Intd iitM Ikren assetted tvy 
mtlitaii.'' exanquest. arid m !.>eihi ai rhe Time the government was nr^i at 
all concerned alxiul socktl contrei through c<iivsirurling kinm4udge lo 
ensure continued dornltiittkin. It had orlier means of cxinirol. The 
Mutiny expenenev refracted lhroug^^ lieatQs photographs ta^ighl 
ll lal the British conquered through I he sword and mH Elirough llie pen 
or the mUid. 

Beato s pluAcigraphs are not alxiul ptxipte but Alxini kxalion.'i. fn 
facT %vhar is surprising m the phocogniphs is the lack of people rarl\er 
than their presence. I his may have Ixren due to tite thtui technical 
limits of the medium, although Bcaio m his 1886 leemre said that he 
had reduced exposure time dowTi to only a few^ secon<ls. ti may have 
derived (rom Iki-aio's .specific choice m com|Xisition. and ilit- photo¬ 
graphs do shew a srmng compositional hand 

Hiere is ajKjther set of explanations winch relate to the ULiture of 
Beatos _sub|eci; conquest and the conqtiercd cuy. Tlie general argu¬ 
ment, as recently aniciikitctl by Satidt Sh:ifm;i. Is iliat 

'Die views wtiidj weie created were alvjut an ill enconip;is.Sing and ap- 
prupriating ^^^■.st^.TO ga^c duial Uindsca|Jes in ^^liii.h tile local fjopuLtce W'us 


UukJAn^i ObUilcl. Bctui. 1871 , j phuto^.i]>l'L In IIll- Btllbfli l.Lliraiv'sOrMznml mil Ii^Ili 
Office Oi|leciim.s ;4nc1 repimlucixt in Museum <.if JmM Cot 

imidtt flist^nL Jli>ur.c?i Tnisi itf ikntjJi WiiJts Sydiify. 

i Wr. \ip. ytt uni I ^ i John has ^uj^esied iu it ttiscass.tnn lAlnv ifi.n 

Ralwrt Clirislnplti^r Tylt-r pft>lxihlv Jccan^i^itilt^l lic^Jlo wikilc Ik- vv:is taking 1^15 IXiHll 
phcunp^ipiis. m which case u is no? iiupfohutHe Ik m^y appCiir m Witue ot tXiaiii's 
[leEhl phtHt>giaph>, iirvJ ctuikJ well hr^ thimgh ihis is ccrnjtfcture, >Kie i»l the Eurr>|Kiins 
Irt l.lJlJ 
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invihihle. llic t’rupi; jjid diciclciu* lurid IhfV dct'ijicd w'.is hill tif d-Mcpit hut 
piaurefquc I'tiinsi. .ill tlnTc fen Uit Likinjj Ontc Mkcn, ii K'vjjuc tlK" mu- (:jJ 
3n enrerpt^Mf prcimsccl on llic obscrMn^ r<;cf>rdiiii{ iinJ urdvrirtu iwwuf <it 

Applytrii} Ihiv Beiiio. the ;ir^timcnl would be rltui In¬ 

dians were invisible because [he image of dieiraJMciice a tu'^ttfica* 
tiotifrjr the appropriation of their space- Yrt. .is 1 have argued, Delhi 
JiiiJ alreaiiv Inrcn appropriated and coni|iieretl. lusullcanon ior us 
uppropfiaiion was noi needed. On the contrary, its places had already 
iKfcm absorbed into a nicmahiv whkh ^-Orivened rhese IflS’ sites Into 
British Muijny irremoruils. abMartiipy then) iiilo imperial possessions 
They had |>ccgme icons of the Umish Umpire and part of u a further 
and specific liistonol point suppems the interpretarion Pc'opk- v,efe 
ithsem from Itesiio's pknifcs k'tause. in .ill likcWiood and again^all 
I trie's sense of the way Indian spaces are filled wirh people, ifiev were 
not there Most of fPelhi S popubiion after llie ctjnc|Uesi liad l>t'en 
removed from i l ie city iisclt Hiey were locjied outside According to 
Ruswll'-s diitries Iteiwecn Melirautl and .ShabjahanaliLtd the n.iw oi 

miscraMe sheds, m which the otticaKt pupviiatioii of ilie city, fotiutiden to 
rctiim ID iliiHr hriinri, antr now forced to live looked squalid and vile. Poi 
illtlev tliey.siretch air,mg tiic ntad-siJc More >quulicl and vite nciiglir can l>e, 
tlie wieli’hcd creatuies who Itjuni Ihem — once, peihaps. rich bun- 
jwahs. iiietiiunL'i. and shop-kvepcfs A 

Hie city' liad fwen mined atid if was largely 'deserted".^ itparr from 
tlie presence of Brilish soldiers and a few Tndiarts tllitmdni aimvk, 
Russell obsen'cd, was full f it people neur the sh‘>pA wlieti.* swx*uTmt'a!S 
and provi^kifiN were Ijcttig sold;** And it H in bs pidMix's oi sfreci 
scenes that Bcato shf>ws some Indians. Ghiilib painred an cqualfy 
bleak picture <}t itu.s Ivilf‘desolate, Jiiill-peopk-Jcity at liiir licginning 
ol .ind lici.'ontiiiitcd iliroiigii 18^to de,S(,Ti!w the sniiation in 

liaiTicutar of Muslims W'ho were not allowed lo rciurn to rJiclr homes 

S' s.tifsli Sliiinru iiliUlen IfeUHle*- Tlie CioluitiJ tniiHinier' ti' 'S.iUciiiiil CiailKty 
ut Mmkrrri Vri, -Neii IkMhi, iitKl flnU‘h Qiutn il Ptvi.'iiiiiii Uriii-Jj I flitJi Oimnii.'isiiin, .i 
Sfn/iim tHtMufuniiihun tmtu* New Itelhi, wA nia iMtitnineU 

n ivtjh KuHce]} Dp cli, U, ™ 

*- s UtM Trf DdJil tm ^ Jytiii, itwd . p 

n»id , p 

^ f I, irjn^afvcl and e{|iEi:d hn,’ R;ijph KUSScll 

iijiiJ KhufsIitUul l^bsur Wk-n .^hil l^nTwin. J/frHkMt. IWk p 15"^ i ani 


and of the way in winch enm was allowed only by- permit, and that. 
kHj. tHilv for one cUiy.J-' 

I he photograph'* fhcti tetitl tir exclude the Indian subftjci nor ro 
provide a n?aif.»n for appropriation but ui rccftrd the effect of 4 
conquesr ijiai had already txcurred J'hey are iiliiMiations of flic 
military .ispecLs of iniperiali.mv and are aliout aclion. t oTK|uesr and 
(xiwier, nuherthari of social control <iver pecipk;. 

When T came to photograph tlie same sites a.s Bento had covered 
some 13 • y*eafs ijarlier rhe sitiuuinn had chaniiied enormousb'. [[ w'as 
difficuJf 10 rep I tea le the muiges precisely. Partly this was bt.*c;iuse of 
the cliaoRed [cchnology of photography Equipnient and its capali- 
iiitiejt had alteied ctmsiderahty Instead of I lie s<ik lens, the bulky 
Ctimera and ihe large pbics which BuuTo had used, present-day er^uip- 
menT IS much more rnanoeui table. die single-letis rellcx camera, 
various lenses, tile 33min film with its fast spwd — all give a different 
look to Tile final Image Vt'iiile it might have l>een possihie by using 
more specializjed equipment to reproduce the kxjk of the Bealo photo- 
gniplLs more closely, j decided tiiis was not appiopriate End-of^ 
twentieili-oenituy photographs have their mvn specific kjok and ir 
seemed quixotic lo fighi a gnm and texture which is o! ihi.s time and 
platv Instead. I decided lo work with the viewpoints created by 
CUrreiu equiptncrti and within their jssociiited ixirameiets rather than 
to try and adiieve ,t literal, structured rc'-visitining of niid-ninctcetiLh- 
i.x:ntuiy perceptions. 

Moft?cjver, the places which fk-ato had photographed had altered 
The meanings and crmiiotstkms which attached to his inviges could 
not liy any slticrch of a camera's vision be properly' reproduced at the 
prest-m time. Lcjcaiiun^ fiad changed and the naium of the dly Itself 
h.id jiltcreLl, iTesent^ay Delhi u. far fnim txrjng a conc|i,iered city, and 
lias n(ii iieen m. for many geiivniiLons It is die Elmving centre of a 
great nation and ilie iJeaio plioifigniph-S wliich had located Delhi 
witiitn the BiiiifJi (mperium and its encoinpassing and exploratory 
pittems of tliinking and seeing, had become imeleitmi BeatOii sites 
no longer (fiertfore have iJie tiioanuig tliey once lui J, nor cknlity have 
lilt* same relevaiuie Some place-'S have l>cfn preserved as pan of the 
city sand the natioii^s historical heritage, reminders ot a many-textufed 
past Others, tike the Ubservatoiy on the Ridge, liave siiriiixtd, not 

|f. ItW, l 6 t-i. 19if 
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t)ccitu$ie ii their British jssrx'tatiijiis hut (because of a liislt>rj' which 
Jonp uniedaies any British presence. Other places have disappeared 
irj !■)€ rephictxl by imds aiit! e:ipre!iJi\vays. or to [>e alisorbcd into an 
urivjri sprawl of sbimties and hutldin^s s<i ihiii they are tritceahle only 
with difficulty and after lung aiul painstaking search in};. Others Itave 
liet’ii siilisiinieU within parks and recreaiioii spaces, or even approp¬ 
riated hy sadhus and devotees Hut there are those like tileJanui Masjid 
which haw retained their tisai’c and Fulfit the same purposes now as 
tliey did in hSW and earlier, (\s for areas like ihe Mehnaiii complex, 
they continue to have, as tliey did fr^r fte:uo« a tourist funnkin Unlike 
the situation in Beato's day, they arc now- heavily pmmrjted more for 
tuunsm and eomniercm! profit than fornutional purposes ;md antaci 
not only tlie foreign outsider hut Delhi kx^is as vveJl as oilier htUiims 
on si^jhiseeing expeditions SiicJt changes are iiicvitahly refletacd in 
rtic present-day versions of Beato’s sites Tiicy have different signincj- 
iion Irecause the very signirbcations themselves liave aiiercd. Vt'hite 
Beaio could take his photograph.s and through them give a very real 
sense of what most of Delhi evos like in hts time. The photographs I 
Itave taken at ilie same locations Ciinnoi hy any means he seen as 
constiiutitigthe Delhi of the pitisent. It spreads licyond and away fix^ni 
Delhi as If was in IB5B, Kven where Deato’s Delhi and comeiuporary' 
Delhi overlap, they are different pbces, other cities w-iih their own 
ethos and divergent programines 

W'hat has aUo cJianged is the environment.. Dcih s air wasonce clear 
and sharp and Beato's pliotogniphs have a clarity and precisioit that 
the presellt'diiy plioiograph cannot jchitw'e. This is not because of 
differences in the technologies of the camera huL dllTerences m the 


ll 

light and the air Tlie Di‘lhi Itazc imposes its own softening u^xin die 
photograph to an extent that only Ixxomcs apparent when one is 
trying to capture an image Again, Delhi now Ls a greener city than il 
was when fleato was taking his photographs after the battles and the 
encampments which destroyed not only buildings but vegetation. 
Trees :iod greenery ciirrenlly reduce lines of vl.sion and some vistas 
I hat werecommonplace for Beaiodo not exist liecause they are hidden 
by trees, or lb' new buildings and slructtitcs. And, of course, some of 
Bento's subjects cannot be reproduced at all because they no longer 
exist Tlie vista frotn the rninarol the Jama Masjid, of dw'cJ lings strei cit¬ 
ing to The Red horti is emplicf hecau,sc tlie BtiUsli rtoted a whole 
locality, Gone, too, are other structures which sometime m The past 
century or so disappeared for reasons tliot pTohahly liad less lo dej 
whth Imperiiil priorities and ntore with ihs^ neccLs trf commerce and 
urban ties-elopment. The plioiogiaph.s here record the changes directly 
and implicitlv^ they provide a sense of the clunge in ens'ironmem as 
much xs tliey record the differenl menial it The niincl sets, Ixjrween 
one period and another, and twer the span of time lieato's Delhi b, 
not the Delhi off he presenl-day bur it is a part of that Delhi and helps 
hi undcrsTaiiding svliat [lellu has become Wc hope ihai llic Contrasts 
will prove as Interesting and even «s instniciivv as it was Jbr u.s as we 
worked on rhecolkxtion and its parallel images 

hfirne fiintlmji fc*T the pinijecT was proMcksl (ly t sniull SNxliwy llruvvraiy ttisKjfv 
jX^partmetii Iteieaivli dtjni WV are graie/iil hir ilie tii'In itiven liy sk-}< In 
itadtinit Uu'vn »tiihp uf ilnr lelcreniCs in iftlovy iinJ tu Mi Haibll Naniii tu'i liis 
ittilikna'' thtiHJ|!li inanv nf llu: fnivay-t uf Peltil lU kxaiv the plates wliii.h ptato 
plitSnsRj'^M-tl Vmie nrf tile revejrdi mid 4IJ (tie w-ii. iiinlcil:!!!!,-!! vliik- 

I a te^ksiivii iintiin'.it illy liulian CiHirii:ll It it Ui^iHual Rc;- 4 viilI> 
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Ways of Seeing 

Narayani GtigUi 


T j Is J. Insfiin thill tllffiJfeni fwnplr st-c different riiMi even ^ 

purticulaf scijiiiciit vf liindstiijH* eftnvevs thifereni rhmgs lo dif- 
tt'fent pecjple—erttwdstfi out;* aninidliontOiUKJflitif.fprisii li^ns 
to sfjmt;, chL'erfiil colcmrs ro citheiii;, the essenot* of tirf.mn living to one. 
diiKjft to iiTioihcr, 'f'he perwn who ha* knoft'n IJtelhi oa a child, 
the rocTi:ipfo<l srudeni from Bihar, the ofTicial posteef to tlie city, the 
hnsinessman seeding oppe^rtunities, each knoft’s and relates to dif¬ 
ferent p:iriMjf the meiropolb. TouxisfSi. regimented and told what to 
ftnjk for hy standard giiide-tjooks , share the highest comrivon dervotn- 
L/Lilor of what llicy view 

in the foHowinji pages, Jim Miiwelos retraces the steps of Felis 
tkiito, tv'tindering crv'cr witat Ls now called 'North Delhi', then through 
Sliah Jahan’s city, a ml on to 'SotiiJi Dcllii where he unist have found 
clo/etvt rri ttruriMs ffX'U'ing their cameras on ilic same views as hc. 
leit to himself, Jim might Jiave exploreil the ciTi- differettlly, locuscti 
his camera on other view^s. 

Heforc goiitg hack in lime to to understand why from tlie 

I'nif/t^rrm /fc richfiat^ of 'vievvS-'^ in Oelhi, fkato clnise rlie ones he did, 
it wotild be usetijj to sec how generations before and after him 11live 
seen tlu.- city, from vMuhI and vetbal descriptions. Tlicse Inive been 
linked ttv iln- piiiliikal jfommei> of the city, wliiiii wus. a capiul firitn 
except for (he half century after lii57 A glowing miniature 
painiing, a pTH-’m of gnef, ji mysterious’orientar city, a triumpliant 
symbol of British valour, a drfcam,sca[>c fixed on celluloid, refuge and 
place of oppnrtunity, an urban disaster,. . 


In the tsliimic urban tTiiditiori, the city :is paradise w;is a common 
image Detliis rulers (rern the twetfiJj century ate nemejiiliered fjy 
Itieir liuJIdings. massK'e and laeauilful In tlte climaie of Delhi, with 
its fierce stimntei' lieai. water ,ind verdure were even more esiomtial 
Than shelter Ixing liefore the fJbiish botanists began playing games 
widi plants and seeds, cUrD'ing them back and forth uernss iheir 
colonics via the Kew nurseries, the ailers of Dellii cut down the 
Indigenous ttiwrwilh its feathery leaves and g«rse-!ike blossortis. to 
plant orchards of truit-bearing trees. Tlity combated tiie dry landscape 
iiy harnessing the Yamuna upstream ami can'ing out a network of 
canals to feed the orchards, Imked to the numeroiis rainwater reser¬ 
voirs and siepiwells. Amir Kliusro, ihe celebrated Hindi poet of iJie 
fourteenth century, said paradise was right here, in Delhi. Balnir did 
not live long enough to btii|d a city, but his son Humayun dreamed 
of founding at Delhi 'a large citv, the ramparts of wjuch from their 
lo/i mess might open the tongue of ficom at Kliawaranak and Saw'ir , 
and the palaces of Bahrain Tlial in this city a magnificent [laliicu 
of seven storeys l>e erected, sumraunded dellghtfiiT gardens and 
orchards ■' 

Hjc great-grandson Sliah Jahan had culligtaphers inscribe on the 
interior walls ot hb Deri's n-e-Khas (Ha IS of Private Audience) the 
inscription of paradise being here in the Palace — the Palace watered 
fix' the canal which the Hnipertir named the ^uthar-e^bebishUCanai of 
Paradise). 

Not many turopeans visited Ddhi in the stiventecnth century. 



of Sei^iJig 


Or Frantx^i,^ Bcmier^ \vht> lived in rlu- cnpitnl in Ihe 1660^, wrote 
deuiilcd account of life m the city', w'ith fa^^cinatLng der^iib of the 
of the quaJity of bread (he wa^ a FrenehnjDti, after ullli and 
tlse merits of different types of fbh: He wTitmg at a time when 
a BLiropejii ruler who called hirnself the Roi So lei I CSiin King)| 
^clf-tegarding u htJc Sluib J;ihan (fvinpemr tjf the Worlds was 
building a tjih itt V-^ersaille-v, also replete with fourttiiins and formal 
giirderus Bernier anticipared posi^ibie crtticbm wtien he wrote dut 
tlKJugh the lama Masjid 'was not constructed accord mg to those rules 
of archiiecture which vve v.‘cm think ougiii to be Implidlly fol¬ 
lowed. c\"en in Paris u church erected after rile mtHlrl of ithv tenipie 
would ItHT Lidnured (Bernier; p 2™y.>_ 

Sliah Jaliiifi \v:i? not allowed fo enjoy ruling from Dellu seiv long 
But the city he had coinmissf!med Ix^canie rhe peinianem capital of 
the Mughab Thereafter despite Aumng^chb pfolcinged af>Mrncc in the 
Deccan Unlike earlier rulers, ihe later limperors dirl not choose to 
iTkiild new^ capiiiils The pt>w^er t>f the Muglials deciliiciJ, an^i the city 
and palace wrm ses upon by the ^TTmiefi of cHlicr rulers jealous i>f its 
wealth. Nadir Shah s inumplianl capture of Sh^^h Jahan s Uikht'^-Utas 
(wliicli iransEated jls the peacock throned ilid not ni:irk an Iranian 
Eakcover<if the ^lLJghal lunpire. but li wus a blov^ to monile 
The cif>^ ai this time nevertheless p£fE;diied its and its- poets, 

whi^ mourned the polttical decline, but insisted ihai The ciiv w'as still 
heautirul 

The sc^'cn climes are tn us even' lane 
Does r>eihs have its equal anywhere? 

asked MirTaqi Mh {Russdl and blam. p 2^91 Forced to j^io iMcknrm 
and Bh jraipur to find patrons, he w as hooicsick for Delhi's The 
Court and its pJironage w;is a bonus, but the city. wiiJi its open stjuarcts 
and its culs^Jf-sLtCH iis winding lanes and itswaierchanrids. ac<|uircd 
an amhropomoqilui: character lor its inhabrfanrs. a leeiing which was 
expressfd by the poets in \ erses iliat are stiH sung todav. verses thai 
meuii much to a fx-ople w ho are more verbal liuirr vismai in their 
pitluriiX^ of the Citv 

Verbal descnpjions could exert a lascjnautm on |X'Opte who had 
not even seen IX'I hi. Dry^den vv rrvie ht^ mekxjramaiie Aiin>u^zvU* 
tn 1676. in hiar Hmperors life-time Thi.s was the Brsi of the 
oncntalisi consTructs of an Aral>ian Nights-hku Fihahialianabad. with 
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a n^ysteriously dark and decadent court, with censorif>us suggestiims 
which perhaps could ecjually have applied to The cttemptjrary 
miirt t)f Charles 11 file ravages of the eighteenth century, and ibe 
ntpidly-changing political eciuahon Ijciw't.'eii the MughaU and Ihe 
British justified pejorative jicctiunts not only* of Muglutl gfW'erninetU 
blit e\'cn of the Palace and the cir>^ Sacred Calcutta, svjih the 
cLassicai facade of the new Ciovcmmenl iknise and tJtc CiotUlc 
Trra|Vsty of the new OithedraJ. was impliciih conmTsied with ptfilune 
Delhc with Its vandaliiced Palace and its Jama Masjid 

In the nineteenthee^llu^y^ DcHii. w iih allof rmnh India. Ixcanic the 
irendy alternative \a the Italian Grand Tour British conquejif hjtl riucle 
the city and its environs safe even lor women visitors. Some ot tIic- 
intist evcx:ativc dcscripLions of Delhi belore are by women — 
Mrs A Dcufc, fantly Fdcn, Fanny Ihirks — who |Xiid fonnai vi-^ils tu 
the Royal Pa mi ly (Fanny Parks spoke ofthe irtervdly princesses', wiit^ 
subsisted on veu^ small allQ'vances). were united li^y Begi.iiTi ?>ajTirii 
to grand banquets, were tempted Into cxiravaganee b\ (tnvellers and 
shu^vbinerchanTs, and spent leisurely mornuigs picnirklng at Qutb 
Mtnar and visiting other rnonumeriTs 1'he exotic was more exciting 
than the lafniliar. and (he canionroenis on live Ihdgedid noi provoke 
mud] Interest 

tanily Fden's brother. Gcnernor-Genural Auckkmd^ urged Tliat ihe 
buildings ax Mehraiih. sj>ecuilb' the Qutb, fx; repaired and ihis was 
done bythe military' engineers who liad sole diarge of public 
work-v till the PWD f Publie VCtvrks Department) was set up in 18S i 
"niese monumencs w^ene iamihar to families back ifx Bririjm, thariks 
to (he painnitgs which were ihc contemporarv equivalent of pictui'c 
prxsicards, The Irtdlan arrists at Ddhij tralne^l uiiniaiurLSSs wtu^ painiei.1 
views' fciT a Briii^^h inaikei, were an imponani comp^inent in the 
Company ixhool ^^an^■ albunvs of rhejr picxures mnsi have Ix-en 
fottipllecL and one that sun'Bed iind has been primed ja a book 
(han iwenty years agrs was disii uf I’homa* MvIciilfL^ CcimmiS’ 
sKincT at DdIn His Dellue B™k wasa gift foi his duurshtess Ibe 
painlttigs, which lie antiotated. were of tbe monumenis oi T>cl3n. 
including niiiny of the Palace lliey iU'C endit^i] anti enltilded 
w [thm the British JVace — tile idl>um Ixgins with a miniature of 
Si lames OuircJi and vt\<h w ith v iews ol his inwn pjface. Metcalie 
His pan-pKjprjeiury pleasure in the Iwuuty ol luj^oric Delhi 
and the living city was cofiimiintcaLed to <itheni. a.> seen in he* 


Iktm'srhlht tn.^7. tVifT 


It 


vLiijj^tci' b-iiuly s ttcs.Tiptkiris tif »pt'nT m pniiics and 

riiL' noiliiWMl;^ L*nh-ivt?d trip4 ta ML'|]r:iij|| and Hniiiayitiv's Tomh, 
4A as ilriiish ^ dkl Lingii;i]|*c and lifestyle diltcfeiitiatfcl 

tlie Delhi pncts from Bniish diletianies and ofiicLiiii. But there was 
for a linci rline a IciriKn htr [iiem to met't — tlic IX'Ihi VETh-K^'logHaJ 
‘;rK:iet\ the nK'inTx:r5 \ if witkh tlistiivstd the cliflereni historic hiiild- 
(ng-* II I a nr I iieai the eitv A iriapr hv-prt>dLic[ was /lir/r its SittMtlui 
rl he Keintjms oi the r‘asn l)i die voung Sayykl Almwd Khan — an 
jccoum cij Buildings pliiet'S .inJ pce»pte in Ddhi In ii >ei tind edition 
he rewrote the Isook suhtitantialK'. fotlowing tlie suggesfions oi the 
Axistiian Seholar Sprengei and the Unttsh officul RoijeH'. iiurslijJliiig 
the huildingi into dironologitr-al order A hma <?fftriij|, CatiT Stephen 
prepared a gUkivlvKjk in Knghsh. in winch fu- acknowSetlged Ins 
great debt to iayyid Atimad The AsuiHc ^o^;Je^v was Lrller^*^^cd in tiie 
work or the Detiii ArclLteologiCjI Socieiv, and the inojecied An hiieo- 
Jogical Siir^o ot India would luive iiKMiftoraieil ifie I kdhi uijon 
BtJofx- tins vould liap|-H::n, the lanctHTape ot |>dhi was fratiured h\ 
the events oi 1^5"^. 

Tire story of tire evenis In Delhi hfjm May to Scpteiiilter 1HS“, from 
the da}' tfie TelieJlious s<;ildiejs,irtviri Meerut entered Delhi iil! fhe tlav 
fhe firiiLsfi siilUiers a Fid rhcir allies recaptured ihe city. Iia.s Ix-en 
recounted in dunes since pulriished* in muniturs. in wrJiolarly ac- 
ciJUittJC, in novels By srontrast, the Britush repfmls. fmm Septt'm- 
lx"r 1857 through IS5H have not lecsnved much anenTion, Those tksv-s 
cyme vividJv alive lot ffiily-rt hvam. ope of ihv tasi lirkidi Depiit} 
Commi-ssiotiers ut Delhi in flie ly^iO-s, in ihe coiirsc of conversation 
wiih inerulicrs of the tornicr myal latnilv: 

I cannor torgci a panicttlaj taiiuly. u-dcvaiir ivcJl cotiiictltd liiji long siiicv 
n-iiiL-d vvidiiii itselJ. whirh used lo mviit me to its modcsi MnnK. in licfmtr 
liflfll, tfiaf suburb foi tvhosi- fryom ronsidcmhlv fx'ton: llic U|>l]t:a\ jl cl IKS'? 
:i Peptity t'.rrfiiiiitSn'jfTTiL-T — thus jii r?ll)ci:»l fr'.b:irlcs rrevehMn i in rvlwMte 
FiM'ilstfps I Walking 'llh the deLiyot oneveiitup' — huct earned lasting 
netlii (.ijantlfiFoihei /lit vula Uegmti nstullyyinihlecnthi’seixcyMons. was. 
liit’V told lilt!, nitivTV-ihn v and lod livt-*.! m ihc KiJ.ice a girl, and — } ani 
jIiIv io ff, tlii^ — fHvk'tied the <|«aittr Pcoruii Idtnm of tIk- piiaiituiii 

Coiilt toTiw I’pJu ii ol’i'veuLiV' life ^ 'Sjdiiig lisiciici at the lea-tablc of 
Ihcse ■.tirviving links tvitli Muglail Ithlly, I dmki nor help. teilLMliTig how 
ahStitdIv ■out of II Ihr liiMfii-uii H m his tollege rooms oi ai a (avoui ite tlesk 
in ifir India i.lhice r.l1>r:ii\. And on Lfieialiei iiaiid how ili-'^gravcliilh' c.iMial 


the clcHl-hopping s:ull€ctot J was could show iiluvseJt In ilk- «K:ieiv K> which 
lie as nof^ody else in the wiiokvwidc world. Jud Ihc eim^ .ificj a few 
nnnuics. out came a kxjsv toldcr of old photograpPu. svlloiv and curling ai 
ihc edges Most were ixutniirsot great nncks. paternal oi iTtiiernojI. direct 
desv'cndjnts one and all, 1 would he assured, of Tamerlane iLiiiiscIf Hut 
sevETil taken oUl-of-tlivir?.. (tfximierilcd [lie tinrror ni the lymifsjrdtLieni of 
a vcicir of the city towards iht J am;4 Mli.s]iU ITiesie pur^itlcd me the til's! time 
f saw tlicin Fopv and dtlctLauii. hiint-jms. ,i.wc in riiv harem and the chase, 
how ecnilJ anyone in itiar >el leive esen knmv n what a uuuerj wits in frSjT"' 
Or knowing Iwcn admil eirough lo ijm; ic cuiiik-tvKik: an apparatus m the 
confusion of the caJainny, intpisjng die filjile wlicri wet — Inr iliJit wati 
tile collodion process —aiKldeeidnping it sTuigliuwavattef t-.vptmjrc-j'J.oftg. 
lashetl Mu ariiam thirTecnand lu-st eixuiiig in firmi scJitiot, clitmetl in widi yn 
cxpjaiKUrtin. The liuiasum we liad Inuiu seivice icaik iliost’' Ikr vijlunteeittl.. 
'firnne 'ttf'ilkm.s . he added, naming lilin li wys [usi giJausibie j inugine Noi a 
Minis Nut, licit i,s, accipsicd hv dmse w ins lived in sn [e IriQviJ Janes lievond 
Kashmir iiate and inigVm he waicherj almost iinv evening, esconlng ineni-log 
ill Lilleras ;mcl cimnhnes as fhev drove m Ixirtnuhes and buggies to their 
pariie-^ unrj hall, \'t,, y stihondiniite with a sing-mng inyinutum wlio caiiied 
a fri|VHiiin his ilttailderm lieu of .r pile dtiriiig theeiTicrfiency Some ^’ilkins. 
Thh. or orlier le-HouiceJijl iiein like him’ had been prv.-ient m rhe streets 
of Uctld with Lis iLumeia when the lamp of ihc Miigitals Mickeivd and wenr 
out < Jne of Ills MiJh' friul vUivk U! my iiieinbp- Tile Mo!K|Lkr Is there, ilP 
lixused toix-siire, inihebackground whlleintlic fotq;mltndthere;ite Wurs 
leaning mwanl fnaii tJic left, and gixiie.squeJv elongaied sfiafies suggesting, 
t)ui no nuiic* than suggesting litinian luring.'^, jte sireakftig away fnrm thetu 
tutViiids iht: righi horio]]] corner LtRilt,', tiie in>y [ifurtled cm, fingirting liiese 
flit ITS and these si Lipesa-s doubtless his p.uenii nud iJie parents iT lrj.s jiaients 
Itad tlf,>ne dt^wn the-years. kKik on rhe loppltng walls of our houses. Iin ik at 
us nveing Ilvi <iur Uvt.*>' ■Vnd ^ hut’ fiis father wotiId a.sk me despomktniJv at 
(livse sessinns l*ie wc to dn with iho^ie lives now that we has'e ejitapei.l with 
liieiii'' tJi Icit indeed, OXeepI Us draw piiilul Tiensnnis on the Inst MUiicljy Of 
iJie niunlh f inmuiv Tiea.sury nr u. Iiojieikit little Mu a//:im woiiJcl he selected 
!vhi-ji a hit older fiij ,i |mniji t terksluji in nty gJlt' i Ki atis pp 

Okilih. rht: ptx'f OI Deitii. Lad lived in tiic cily thiriugL the tei-rible 
inimtliit laf ifis~ He SfKike lot tn.iny when lie ssiid in IfrpH ihai he 
CCHild nt/t rec ognize hi.s city Tliv ijilu had been vandalLifd, Its iii- 
hiihitanTis had lied in pimlc into llie city iailei. Ihe towii walls and the 
mohulla gaic-s had fven lut^kun, .uid all the pt^jple foreed to live 
outside Ike l ity lot rniiiiy iivrnths Luge yre-iis were levelled for tlio 
mihvav line ynd new rwids. Uoidre T857, ibe yll^jnmem oftheiuilway 
line ihrongb Delhi Jiud Itevn fFliiniied sn ui to kicufe tlic starirm east 
of ilur fiver, at Ghiiyialntd tjust as the sttiiOTi lor Cuicuity w-as jcrriijs 
the Hooghlv. ill How niLi and to cun'c !lu.' line 1>evond rlic northern 



Wavs i'/ Seeutg 


In wiih security^ alitor 1H5“, Al this ^vaiiihan^td 

4 txd ihtf ruihvLiv' ^alinn buitl in :lic oi tlie cuv, ejsi!y 

tci ihv l^ibcc called \iK^ FxtnS ^v \\^w tht^ saiu^i 4rn^> 

offu iUls ^^erc to ix- baj^eil Together ^ith Ihc huildirigj< <if the Ik'lhl 
l[i 5 tUulc — home for llu' Miinicipaliry — iind I tic bter Otxk Towci. 
ihi'vt'rCfciScti a new landscafK.' in ilic miJtllc Jalian'^ city 

lantU'Capcs^ like wine, Tukc Time to mature At br^t imrmgitusuA^ 
It cLiint! to be accepted !)v^ a Liter gcneuiion itiai Ivad nor cxpcnencod 
1857 As against t\\h <|itf>ndam MtigiiuJ city, a ivjij^fcj^LiriiJiitape \ya^ 
^ifjlv creaied — tlta: til I he ^i\e^ o] llic ^'« Eorii> of IK5' cchti- 
mcnioraicd in blow'xhy-hlow accoiinis. in Iciicns. m f^ketches. in pliiito- 
graplL'v and at count sol pllgrijTWgcs-—to the Ridge m Ku^tlinuri 
to the tniildiiigs in the cisy — like the Hiink — aswH iatc'^i ^^ itSs ^ta> 
1857 li iisignil leant that the Hnii^Ji gallow s m (lhi.indnl Clhow k, where 
so imny were iiidi^'Cfmuiutctv iianged. went unremarked. tbouf:^ii li 
l^ricf foniy by Nadir ‘^hah into QkpinUnl Clunvk was ftrpeaiedls (EiLI 
ECxJay) descrilicd in a inaTiiier winch >iiggc.sied Eliut lie 'lat frsr 
watching pt^iple bemp sibughrcfed. Iroin a (lalctiinv m >iiinehri MusikI 
"I'hui^ the time an curlter tourist would lim^e allocated to j ceremonial 
cisit to die Mtigha! royal familjr' or to Regnni jiaiimi was now Taken 
up with a slow-pared loiTf o[ nonh Dcllu, ^.^'ldr^g at flu* Mutiny 
Memorial fhuUt a few yrnirs alrcr Eieaio icxjk Tits plh.iiograplisi 

Tliis tlncc-scctkm J.mdscaix- — tile Ridge and iltc Civil Lines <it 
inien/st to the Hriush. ihe rity and iis wc!»tcni .suIhsH^s. svhere triide 
arid siocaa! transsenons CKcurred, and the s<.iLirh uis !ar as Mehraiili^ 
which was a arcJaic* >1^ »gical park — wa^ mt.idJfied Jmm lyi L 
when ii wai* deckled thsit the ccnxMVKfcnial new capita 1 citj would fx* 
locLited rn the sontlt and not as earlier assumed, in The north aroimd 
the site of the 19 H 

Lusyens New^ Delhi is significant In tiiat It evas nt>t csilicd Gocjf- 
gctiTw n, hut WMs* seen as the eighth incafnaikin of a site lepcatedly 
cho^^eii as a capital 'f‘he cuTchv phmse I he beven (aties of Delhi had 
been c<;Mued some decades earlier (J^ayyid Ahmad Khan had written 
al>nTJt seven forts utkI fiftj'-fcivii gateway si In the iicivclassiva! ciEv 
designed bv Lutyens. ncnhcT IndKin nor Brilish m its btvoviT, the ar- 
chiteci w as careful to ensure that the Viceroy .s Pakteew as higher tlmn 
SI lit h Ja linns J’.inu Masjid (and the new Anglican OthedralJ 

A 'New' Delhi' ^tssumes Lin ‘Old' — and over time ShahiafianLibad 
Ix'cainc Purani Dilir U>ld Delhi). To call a citvoJd' is lu forgci iliai it 
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WHS a capital, and to sec tl as rli lapidated The hr^vn^pl a fining and 
Emprov^eiiicnt Trusi icletjlog)' decreed Thai The craw'ded areas of Shall- 
uilianabad lx- j^IccongcsTed by o|X*tiing up ihc west. !>cyfjnd tlie 
Ridge, tVir >etltemt'nt Hew pet^ple cared lo cro^s The Kitlge, ticsened 
as it W“as. wirh the rVai o( encounieting an occasional leopard llie 
result was tUuE Sluhjaiiaruiliad Ixcjtfic more criiwUeil Tile winter 
capilal of New Delhi vvil ii ib r>jX‘n -spaces, w ide niad-H, and trees nr hi 
fully grown, w';is d;iuntingJy barren 

Since ly^T OcUii has Liven transformed jI untieltevablv speed, 
so much w ihiii ihe ejirHer liifKlFri:a|>es are dillki.ilt to re^KJ Thrs 
frenetic cjtpansion was Ix'Ciusc of two t inramsianecs: one. as the 
eapilal of united tmli.i I xrllii needs niiiuv oTEke premises and houses 
for the fifficials These' were in l uiyeiis New Delhi and in 

South Delhi, mitialK ii> far as file Ring \bm\ then till the Oukt 
R ing Koact and laiei Ixvcjtxl the Quih Ihe second unfore.seen 
sUnatiou w"as thai relugce* from the [irrivjiice* that becanx" ^'est 
pakis*un sEfe.imeil into inirrh Endi.m t+wvits iml ftn txrsi part iriUi 
Delhi- Jkickets of govern[ix^nr-cm ned Lind in the sQurh and a vast 
sw-'aihc west ti! ihe Ridge and lu ihe iioilh-wcst. Ixfcame Within 
yeiirs u denseiy-buili new* landscape The Hidge Itscll has ixxm huHt 
cm, buT foniniiUcly [hrec seirEum^. of R are si ill teLuyntzahlc as. 
undiibitng hill — one in ihe sourh fin Mehrauli), another m ihe 
centie Cntui the former PutiuripiiD and Elic third In the norUv (near 
Deliii I'nlversiiyf The l.hiivLTsisy i> sprc.id ovei much of the iirea 
of the pre- IH57 rimlunimmt 

llic edges fit ,Shji1i jLili.in a DeEht andul Lulveiis New Detlii Ixxaine 
blurred*and the aihRrap new tuf^mvitiv. w ith wesi IX'lhi tx?ing called 
■N‘€!W Delhi and the Uiiet ^vaitemcni east oj the ri\ei called Dtdhi' 
made for I uni let incomprehcnsiciii fn rlic touneenrh cenmn\ 3 eroi^e- 
sliah TugliUi|’s DeJJil iiad eMviuleU JiCJiu MeJir.uiU to Daryaganj. and 
was Jt^rthed ix'ifig lull uf Ixiitaars nmliasas anti g;iixk'ns. w*irli 
i\ vast concourse ot people un klie roads again, Della v> a vast 

o^x-n citv. known in terrti^ ol ficiglilxJuilicHxIs and cdliaiie!* ralhci 
than of imperial i.ipiials. !i w teiy tilwiously a Lxvis of [xwei, and 
the ravak'ades iff iswifTlymioving cars impenousN dealing a way 
ihrougli the trailic arc a refamiilei iiE ila.s. Tlie city has its ptx'ts and 
%vfilers, far ihc Slate, like the Sultans and B:id.sliahs of earlier days* 
dispenses patronage Its riumerrai^ univeniittes and Teseareh itutitutv^ 
arc the modern mcatnLiTion of rlie Tugtiiaq maclrasas Trade and 
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bjnkiii^ continue to ^nvitm to Uelhi Atxivc all. it temairi!? the 
'lalian-Panufi' (TJie ReHit^e of the Workl) that it culled in the 
fcruflccnth CL-nttity All Indian and many Asian liin«u;igc^ aredteard 
10 the f^nt\s of modem Delhi, and a hybrid Hn}df!>h-HmdLisEani is 
evt^vlni* a* a itingiiagc of fomniunicarion, |ust os Lirdui'i-UniJawl did 
some centuries ago Bvii these titfd r.'tt reflectians are not obvious to 


everyone. Dellit used to be compared to Rome, Todav. it is likened 
to IjoS Angeles. 

TEiait it is a city litycrud with iuslory is token iis (OininofV kntmiedge, 
and the pteseniatiun of its his^^nc sections or bu hidings evf ikes interest 
— but not widesptcad passiomte concem. for titat we will have to 
a w a ii a not her general ion. 
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Beato 's Delhi 


I^aravani Gupta (text) ami Jim MasscHos (photographs) 


H e t^anshawe, Conimlsskm(?r of the Delhi Dh'isioain the IftyC}?, 
wi\xe a guide-book becaitse he fotiitd theavailalilc ones 'sadly 
incornpli'tt: and sadK' incoiteci' For ihosc who eould spend 
ont>' three days at Delhi, he reconimended tJie rulloning itinerary'; 

A week oral leait fwe days, tiiay well l>e devoted to Delhi, many ot the sigliti 
of wliidi desen e repeated visits Fot Ulosc who can ^pend onlv iluee dtiys 
to the pbee, the foJlowing pbn of sight'iieeti\g will perliaps ho tound the 
most cunv'eaienL 

First Day 

Morning: Drh'e through Kashmefe Ciaic to die Fort and I’abce, the Jama 
Mastid, and the Giandni Choivti. 

Atternoore Diiv'e to the furtlier end of the Ridge, and from there atong ii to 
the stKith end Then proceed along lire rouie of the sites of the siege liatienes 
and the breaches, finishing with the spot wbeie Gtineml Naclrolmn was shot 
and the grave where he is fiuncd 

^cond Day 

Morning: Drive to Ihe cjiifh l»y die direct mute of ihe Aimen: Ctale ;md 
Safibrjung's tonih. Spend the day iliere — one onnor see well all ih.it is 
wortir stitHng in less than soine four hours — .inti return tn the evening by 
llie sjiiie ttietd. pausing if there is nine to seethe gnHjptjffiiinhsal Khairpur 
tfsv' stalling at 7.JO a m. and having a .sveond relay of horses, il is piiwihle 
to include 1 ughbciaJvad in the day s trip; lliis. however involvifs a diive of 
J5 miles and five DO six hours sight-scetpg) 

Third Day 

Morning: Visit to the Purarei Qib, Ifumayun's roinb, and MzamuddinL if 
possilde also die tomb of Isa khan and of Klian-i-Khiinan 


AHcrtlwn: Visit the DdlU PiiDce again, the KalJ MaSjid. and Ihe lomb anti 
college of Gha/iyuddln at llic Agncre Gate. 

{ F11 fishawe, pp I >1-1 i r 

By the rime Famhnwe wiicwe lus 6«ft/e. British vlsiinrswcrv awatt 
of thnee Dolhis — the pre-ShahJahan ruins to the stiuih, Sluihjahuiia- 
bad and the Sed Fort, and the Miiimv sires on The llidf?e and the art^ti 
north and wtst of 51tah|ali3n.TlxiU. Qiapie: III id Farvshawe’s Guide 
(pp. 75-221) describes ihe t>elhl of IB57 in mitnue detail. Tliisdi^^jree 
of inreresT tn the ‘Mutiny sties' is reflected in the phoiogrupbs in this 
album, which were pul together tnudi eafliet. and whidt wefe copies 
of plKXograpJw tit ken in 1858 — twenty views are of '.Mutiny sites', 
sev'on of Sliahiahanabad, three of the Fort, and five of monuitient.s in 
south Delhi Some arc photographed more ih.m once, and :i few in 
great dcinil ftlieiv are tW'elve of fhc QuthcoirtpIeJi) Seen In the orclei 
in Vriiich they are arranged, the viewer can re live I lie days rroiii 11 
Mav 185' when ihc fndbn rebel soldiers from Mwrut rmsficd over 
llie Bridge ut lkKiT< to Delhi, till hi September, when the Britislt forces 
led a Hucwssiul assault on Kashmiri Onte, tlie siilvsequent days when 
The soidiers viewed l.>elhi at leisure, and bier v enruxed south to set' 
tiie monutnents The piKJtograph recalls IWT". Iw pavtivg honiuge 
to Brigadier-General Nidiobon whtwe fuiKiitl had taken fibcc bn 24 
Seplcml.rer, ten davs after he had led the assanlr on Kashmiri tJihe 

N. Ei. Tfie lomlbi Kliiiirimr thitE ivii^rsio jk: rhose okIoiwI 

m Thr U-Kt% OarOim 



Volume One 


I t Bm^e of h^xfts otw the Jammt ftytm 

Pontoon bndpi^" ;irit? old dL-^^tce — one WLiis bid iictx>ss rhe 
pont in liC — ,^nd life sUl] in ns^ froni Qilcuttit wvi^ Unkt%l 
tofhe ne^t orindi^ hy si fKsnirxsn lirkJge ^mli! Huvs-rah E^ntl|ie wa?. l>wtU 
m l^H 3 ;Ttje Bndgetif IkxiLsur t’H'lht u-js the only ironnecnon between 
tile rwo biiinks of tlie YtunttM UU the riul roncl bridge wa.% !>uill In 
It 'lyw ver>^ heavy ttyftkv irf i^nipte jrid pvk iminuh 

Af m Tpn Sunday 11 18>"^Delhi's Con^miK^ioncr Ssniiin 

nfKl (jtjlleLior !iLiichsnstjn. hearing d)cxii ihr arrival 01 llie tdiellkias 
fiC+ldier-i tVosn went lu the C;ili:iitTa (bie** d'S;ilLpfTj4iVrii whitii 

rrpdieil nn To the Bridge F!tldjllg^ht^^^ 4 le rtiad the to thcr f^aEace 

dosed rigainsi them the soldiers entered the ctEV from ilie Kitj lihai 
Gate teasi orDaD'vig;inj) anU rode up to tlte Lahorl Chile trl Die Pjhat*e_ 
Twxi mtmrh.s liiTer, In July. GcdiiiieJ linird Smiih was \n try desinying 
tlie Bridge uf Boats, the lifeline t>f die rebeb, I ml bv <’onld mH sactx-ed . 

Die [!rEttge a lifeline u> the [H^iplr of iht: citv^ after tlie 

British recaptured H 

< >n the flight of 1 St!ptt?m[>c^f, v\vhen Writing in (St Janwri'] UltUtth cosHprjUiid 
watching [Ite ^hK\h exploding over the Palace anJ SeJimgath. we htraixl 
disonedy a dtstani. conhir^ed liuni rrf wices. like ifie nturmur of a great 
mulhtLide Tiic mtmd came from the dareamn of ihc nver. and was caused 
by muhicucte ol hirman l>emgs. who. escaping hy the fmdge of fK?ats to tlic 
opposite side ^ere ^le>crting tfic at}\ which was >o ^on Iti fail ntto mit 
liarids " ((Jiarkrs GrifTiftis, p WO 

Todiiy, dcspiie the construction tif two ratliway lafidgcs and ftirce 
tmd hrkige^. rhe ihrpe fainvcuihcr bf idge!ii thuix' arc fHmuxsn hrttlge^ 
furthtir southK near the Ptrrana i}ih and af Ukhki are :i l^xm ftj 
eyclisLs aiid pede^stitans. tk-ttiie the monstKiii. ihe el urn of biat^ ts 
mtivcd aUmgside the rivei hink^ if is again driwn ijyck with fhe !iclp 
of a (rattiiT lrr>m Ihe east l>;mk cnct the raba. aw- over 

The liver-bed near ^ulinigarh Ls. coveted wah stiaiiLies. an indlcaiioit 
<ii ihe prt?Ji,surc on land in Dellil. 

* SiiVlvjttwniKith^iMK ,11^^ fHXir tile tH-Ulgeflii'V Pxmed wlx'ti 

Liiil iLri^^ 

““Thist Base, hujli m 1^2, wjs cfesutjf^^fsd in l«*i“ wUv.n tar roilt^-ay line wdii 
tnmJiucieiE I p IVfn 
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I 2 Panomnm-Jmm ihe'Juma MmjkC 


RitlKft iV-uktT A vic'\ uf Kihnhurjfh, p:iirtririj in 1^9 w;in ijit firsi 
'pnnttniin;t* iilio^'tng ttmT t-itv ;is II :ipix:;ir bci j |ii.^is(}d lum- 

tng qutie muiid . L-iK-r ilic ianu' clfcM wa't pnKluiX'd h> ‘sjktlH 
■funtiraiuk- cjnu'r-w Rviiiifi |<x,ik rJ ib view hym tin- nonhern mm^irut 
tjf llicjiinta aruuJluwvd lo ascend rhe* irimaret 

—The higlie!»t poini in ihc cjiv then, by vtruai' iil tiic MjqkJ liciiiij tiuilr 
i^n xn eU-vsiiiiiri* Uu; fthnUu Riiluri. tt'e went up the fnijmft.n and siw 
lilt* wluilcf ity and eixinTry l!kea map bcUnv our feet' iIjuk- 97. wnhn^ 
tni 2^' September 1^57; 

Tiiis femuraTTUt b witliout the imfnxttant <4 thoir 

[>bricogiitplts. if cupttjrvxl i»fi film Vie%V3 t»f many IxtiEdlng^ 

ts’hicii -R'cre tci lie tk’MnTvvid berwoen and LHtrf) 05 putt uf tlie 
miliurv' rtrorpinbaLion of DelliJ. all builijiiig^ wjihin yanb 

u| tbt- hin were iletiKtliKheii One s k tim was-the Kaiitthd Akhaniliifdi 
Miwjue whifh can Ixr seen tn the pht 5 ro£;nipli <earlier .sketi hed in 
S:i>yid Ahniad's tKKik. Also see iLr map in Eliiers and Kmffll. Jts site 
A'3s niiide Jiii't ii park, the eeniral ft'ature if whidi lie an 

eiitie>Triau sriilue ni Kdwvird VU, later rri he rephit cd by one of Aubhas 
Chandra ho**- Ihe fink herwoen ilie f ort jnd llic .via.sjid so t learJv 
seen heft* snapped when tliefi<nith-riurth hilz Ba^ar .wrnue wa* 
e.^!c«dl^cl UfClundni (thciuk and tfiencclo Kashmtn tJate This area, 
(he fcniiv: of Shah Jatian's ciiy. can still l>e restored to its original 
Ix.'jiiJiv. bill lihsw'ill cnmil sacrifices of parking 5 ttes, ucceptingbutldirtg 
:*rtumb. ami Insisting on a high lev*;| trf civic &er\’ices. none of w+nch 
scvlin lu Ix: regarded as nci'.essary or feasible by oifictLil agencies ai 
presa^m, 

bcnltVs paiiomnu' consbied of eight pbairgraphs, ivhith were 
pasted irigeihcr (n the r'rewni eoluine they are printed as ^epanite 
friiines and rhe cnimr scene extends (rom page 20 to page 24. 
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1.3 Fins Staff Battery* ■ 

One iie:tson vi'hy die Ikitish forces ctitild not rectwer Dtfllii For four 
I non dirt tlui rheif itK^ti and ec|uipincnt v^et^ir scallercd. (he gun¬ 

powder mugLi;:tnc Ix^ing within tivc dT>‘ md The main ciinton- 
iiieiir nonh of ihe Ridge. On the afiernLXin of 11 May [he Urjusli 
■^jidiers in charge ihc Map^ine blew ir up, killing tlicmAclvi;:s in 
I be process. At the siime Time all ihe nOTi-coml>aTani Srilish. and their 
hnndie^. m^idc rherr way to ihc Klagsraff fbwer. I'hm night rhe can- 
lonment wa-5 scl on fire by ihe Gujam of ilie nciglilwuring vtllaps 
The Tower, the bighess t>!>?«er\aiioTi |x>sr, afforded cramped acennv 
fitrHialion for ;kl| those who did not get away to KarnaJ. Ling, coinsng 
lo tiellii frrjm Ltie Punfab plains, wrote in July 185^ about the British 
camp 

It exceptioniilly pretty, the lines of white icnis-r l:>eyimd the green 

^Wpaiispi nieadovvji, strcidiing along tlic fooi of the Rklge' whmh is a tong 
line lull groumJ covered \^idi grass, low trees, lujulders, on which stand 
eoiispiLUously the v:iriou5 pcntics — the Fkigstaff 1'o^ver* The MosCjne, HiikIu 
R ao s r-h}LEse — aLl of which are nmi posts of our army (p. %) 

Pretty as ii w^-as, I he four monih^ ihat the Delhi Field Force spent 
flietc ttsld on their nervrs, and subjected rheni to ihe ravages of 
sunsTtokc, cholera and dy,sel1rer^^ 

Ibc Flagstaff Tower was spruced up after 1912, wlien tlie Temptir- 
ary Residenc e lor lire Viceroy wa't e^lahlislied in tlic- Former 
tnenT. Tlie road from ifit: Torv-er led directly rti ihe grand gaiewtiy U 3 
the Viceroy s Hottse tpresemly the Delh Univej¥iicv S'ice-Chanccllors 
office.] 

The nortiiem Ridges nlforesicxl and landscajieJ in rJie course of the 
last hundred in a green buffer scjuth of flic UU(?en^iT>' campiLs. 

ptcLisanS \^':ilks and a laigc pc^pulation f>f monkeys 


* tiuiikm sliaL ilur wa.s hiiill mi in tiuf jrmiVi I Ha by TTw^iriit^ 

Milieu IFfc. wfif> Ixilll itlEec ToltleS in MelthmSL TTie dtiur of Mie Tuts^rf fui^d mit 
Fliv onirjninenT Ixii hf^Jse 
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IA Moacfue Picket 

JIjc hvtlltJlnj} wtVfrcd i<> irt as b ‘mnsfjvtc hus also l>et?n 

Jc^Ti}x;k| usptirt of ;i piiluci; Jl d;)Lc^ f^Cick [ii ilit foujtccTifii L^'niiirv* 
ivhi n rhe ftid^c ioitiitM.1 ^urt fif Uie cat^-rjsvc xUands culltn! .tjlian- 

(imiu. it bvmiTilcsUikiU MliL’iifSuliitii Ptrfp^t'islrah Vu^Uhj 
^Mlututturf) iU>i «,>» frfur dt:»ticr.s>, tkv butldm;; was tLtniaj^t'd by jJtdl!= 
ilurinii dw sic^e or fK 5 T auef. after Liter r^curathm*, only <hil- 
donre Iws survived. 

After ihv Britii-li vir(nty m H June l «57 at the Ixmlt* of fetlli-ki-SoruJ 
lurthtrr iTorrli. OeneraJ Hariwrd jiostt.>d ptekdsat Hie FtisisWatT TtwiXJf 


Uip OiauburjJ nin9f(mMhe Olwcrvator^- iind Hindu Kao's House, coni- 
rjuiHlin-jfhe tmiThern vv^ll of tlw City-. Hts forces then senled down to 
awitit the iiiejw!-rr.*in friTtii the Punjab, llie rulx-Ls fired at rhe piekcits 
ironi ifejr vantage prrjnCi on lire city wail an;! bisiions. 

lliis rionliftiT Rid^e — Iherc arc fjiher sections refemid to as (lie 
VHtllleni aoit oenirjf Kidge ^ shoe's signs of liecoraiiig the green 
expanse ir during tiie Juju of tin; TugJiJiiqv Since 1995, ihcse three 

aieas txfn designated ,i ^Htrserved Forest, a commentLible If 
ftelaled fi tv-light it ig measure. 
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rs Itau^s Hou^e hi ihc disumtit 

Tills ru|^lil 2 Lt huildinq wns thuLi^lii iCi liiive Ijct^n .ih c 
Ir wsis u^ki x pe^inl l>y Ihi- BriTish ’^urvcyof^ C.iriitcheT 

point ^va5lC3^^ i>l the iti prc^mtHiUy SXJIDA) li is locally 

kntjvvii as l^ir Gli.iib^ Cllie Vaiiislied SainM nfief J /Jir v^'tio iiwstcrT 
ously vanirdiixl while engu^ied in inedltaiM>fi Thi^ rriiiy In: Ci^tnccfeU 


u> iliu kict tli;3t dienL' Is li lung tanfiel — or niiinber a| tunnels 
— wl itch uriginarcs here. Tlie ruin Ls now encluvcd in I he pfemift^ 
of thv*" Hindu Hao Hosprtiil. Near sr a fiiajor wgter re;^er\'ojr, 
LHinstJiii^ted lei die THSOs. Hie ngly sifiicturt' in llie huekgroyud is 
a vviiiCf-iiink. 
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t , 6 Hi nrJu Raa's HMise 

MLndu wjs a brother of finhiii ti:ii llie <3^ the fiduptcJ son of 
Mah3iJ;iji ^indhiii of Gtvaiibr who hiid lx*en Jhc p<3W(*r behind Ihc 
Mughal throne of Delhi in the 177()s and ITSds, Baiai Bai and Kimlu 
Ttafi lied from Gvv;ilit>r in 18J5 w'hen adopted son seized ptm>er 
after a relHrllion difeeied her Hindu Rao moved to Delhi and 

IxiUght the house on the Ridge huih h>' Wiilhirn Fraser, the QMtiniis^ 
sumer of Delhi (who was miirderecl in Hindu Kao. who died m 

IB>5. WHS very close to Uie British ofFiclals at I^Jtii Emiiy Eiien. who 
likened him to a plump featherbed', painicd his portrait. 


Hindu Rao*s (house/ was subjected lo heavy shelling from the 
relscK It was a Spacious ihtte-morcycd build lug which Iromjuly 
was rKteupied by the Gurkhas of the Sirimir Baniiiitm. This hatiiilion 
was brer called: the r^econd Gurklia Ifegimcnt 

Sara Hindu Rao was used as a convalesteni military' hospital afiei 
1857, and bief became a civilian hospidd, which it conlinues to lx* 
today. Ibe name remains, but the old building ts quite gone. 
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/,7 'Satnw}’ 

The iHTturrif a i^acrecl Site (icjf the BntL<;h iifter tW5”, hut it tv";!.** 

— iiud Is—' 4 sJtwd place ii'u itiiny hetutifii Sarriniv' iv.w sftlcliers* 
sLm^f for ‘.wiinii, •! icriTi used in wurne IrMlian biijiiwges for <i<kJ 
‘hiunmv' lkn(!»e was a shnm- o| Uhajmnii; near a small dwelling of 
Kanph^ttit ssdltus iwhti had iheir ears pic'i'ced with bige holes toe 
wtKKk'ft rings! * 

* sftsUuiS: wfif^ UKirnkhniiiifi Hlimrim), vh^rre 

lampo;) nrrrth. jn i>y l«n:n!^ nttJi Nji^il^drh 


Tile "samrny' House picket ■^^~as subiecl to heavy' shelling from ihe 
Mori Gate kisiicin in A.Ligi,ist Iw^TtLaiig, p. ()51‘ In Sepieinber the Siege 
Ujtiery' l.iiiTVCtcd against Mori Oiiie. wastoltcplacedsouthof'&tmmy’ 
House This area was later, and still is, occupied liy the foUcc lines. 

Til ere is no trace cjI the 'Swaml' temple ikw. but other sadhus have 
Niilt other slirlnes. .<nd fight spt^radic Iwtllcs with tlw Delhi Dfveloj> 
rrieiil Authority' which tins rrimmititd itself to keeping The Ridge free 
of tmcnwchments Die receni photograph shows the Muiiny Menioruit 
Niilt in the lS6ils 
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I .S 'Cmw '5 Nest Bnttery* 

'ITiJs djstn'veuished' tTjva lerm used in sliips or ^'t>rk> 

lc> ilemite a (tiiili was liiimted atxwe a j>oo] in a disused 

on The Kidgu, iicroiw the toad from the stu' wlictt* the Mutiny 
>)cmoi i;il M‘jnvmiL'nT ftns Inicr huih* 


Tlunks to the ftidse Itcing 'iirffleLtetr since as a 'ssicrcd' she 
and Since far ecotojjLcal reasoiiii. thb landscape Ls unchanged 
except lor more vegetation It is partlcidiifly TMuutlTuI imaiedlatek- after 
the itHtnstwn in Sepiembef 
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i 9 Antitlwr rim-' 

S«')me Audltiiii “ nof iht fuinpbiiiii variety liave Nlli a ;rmatl shrine into the mek. 
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/ io mhzi Xitmdr Picket 


fu-itto’s ik^ihi 


Tilt' Sabifl M;iiidj’ (vegetable wUok'siili* mitrketl vvas Uxated Ixyond 
Tine city along the Gninil Tttjnk Rond lo Punjab, untl iiT rliv foot 
of lie Ritlge. 

On 25ju(itf l8S^7,thccentenyiy'i)ftlM.‘ iTaiilcofPla&icy. i daieknown 
ro both the relxls amt tlie Britblt, the rclxib jmtrked rhe Sabii Mundt 
pit'kt*) as a pmUminiirv to capiuniTp. Bara Hiiidvi Rati This snipnip 
fontinuftl, hui Uir British engineers gradually detnoUslied walls :md 
buildings around the picket A mrimh latet.on 31 July, thb area wr.is 
sale I or the British forces |jng wrote. "I rrnkr off tbmtigh drenchrng 
rjitn lo Uie Sab/I Mandl Serai picket I( isalmut a mile from ilic wails. 
We now liokl if, having looted it. At the emmur nearest J'Jellii is j large 
serai: m ihjs we have a strong fiiiropcjn infantry' pkket' (iatig, Ay) 


Tlu.' Sador Ikixaar (the tmrkei for die army) of I HAS expanded 
into a large w'lwlesale intirket ^rjuth of Sahzi Mandi alter the railway 
line was built fn IB67.‘ l>c;lhi’s first meclumt/ed mill — the I'Jeliu 
G(.nli Shlls — was built heit in the I880s. Traffic iTccamc so heavy 
that the Sabzi iVbndi wyis siuited in the ly^Oijt to Aitadpiir, in north 
Delhi 

I'he mexiem photograph shows rhe Grand Trunk Hoad sovith of St 
Stephen's Ht^pitaL nearQueen Mary'sScliool, all panoftlic post-IBS'? 
C(\'tl Lines, The temple-spire of the earlier picture is seen in the recent 
one icx>. 

* A ?^nfi4it iiriKiinn.i'jililL^ Miirulr i** m use. 
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Delhi 


l.It Tahatipitr Baiiejy 

Uii H August tht* rebt'Js jshdlcil ilio ?nby.i Mincli pk:k«i from 
I heir ov.'jv r^trw guit^und-nwriiir biiKerj In Piiluripur, reporred Lang 
(lung. 

Paliurjpur (dtTl^'cd, like I'aharganJ iinU Palcirl Dhimj, Pahari' 
— the Kldgt* — and, like them, a weMt-rn Mibuitt) outride Lilun'i 
tJnte, near the n>ad to Rcjht.ik, and ntsirthe tdgah 

TiKiay, the setiie of ett)' and suburb has cIbappeareU TJtc w-all and 


Liihit}ri Gice 'ivere distnrtntletl after 1857^ and the urban spmw'l is 
trontiniious from Khan Baoli m 5kiti|3hanabad, to the Aadar Bazaar 
ivhkh sijbsunres FaJiaripur. Depiiry Ganj/Trvvciyangaiij* ant,! Teli- 
and leads on to Kantl itagh and the vaM territori' of ^vest Delhi 
beyond the Rwlge Most of this exptmsion occurred as a resuh ol ihe 
itotTitgraiion of refugees niter ly^?, 

* Samwl fur tUiarltst Tnrv'etyan, wl«i laid )i our as a ni<Kk!l sufiuib in IHi<t 
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/ 12 7he \\1ouyit ’ Pict^^t Meical/e'S hoiiJiti iti thedismnce 

Itic Moiinr IsicI picket in (he Metcalfe BKiie wuimet upon 
IWS7 lit response ro the rebels' attack on FlaijstnfT Tovi'er on 8 .lime, 
front their hidden positions in the ravine in the Metcaiff compound 
In mid-Maj IdS? the tiKkI-acre estate of the Metcalfe family and its 
tx:auiifuj house was aitstcked and burned by Gitjar villaKicrs who 
regarded the pixipcity as theirs, unlustly appropriated, by Tlionias 
Mittt-alfc * 

' TtsiinaK Meii'iltr h^J Uied in IS'^5. arui hl$ sem ‘ihMnu^ 'ItiG^iphilus Jti^cn itt 
tiiL' destructiitn nf lih hf.ia^. helped thi; Etriiisti PkrkrFntce. ifClinj! ji tiK^i giiide- 


Tiie Meicajfe properties later came into the hands of the govern¬ 
ment, and were div ided up into different estates. The ravine where 
the rcbefe hid thesnseh'es beome ’4 road (Maliatma Gandlu Marg'i 
curving round fndmpnistliii College It crosses Shamnatli Marg und 
continues to the HagstafF Tower 
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I IS Miitcaife‘s Hf>u^ 

Jn the carty nineteenth teniur)' the Metcalfe family fottnctl u panlld 
dynasty, with that of the Mui^tials. and made s distinct impact on 
Dnihl society. It also controlled large territories in Delhi — the 
Estate, the modified building near the Qiiib Minar which housed 
the grave ot Mohammad fJuU Khan (sixteenth century), and Shalintar 
GanJens in the nonh The House was a source of great pride for 
Thuinas Metcalfe and has l>eeii described Ixxh !>>' him and by his 
daughter Emily (KayeJ One of the fe^ Englishmen who opted to 
settle down jn Delhi, he liad a tna-ssive librar>' and a coUeciitmi of 


Napoleon tncmomhiliu. All this was destroyed in one night by the 
Gufars. In July, lang saw a ruined liouse, swarming with peacocks 
tlJing, > 7 ). 

After Independence, the House was used for an academy to train 
civil service pn^bationers. Today it forms pan of the offices ol a 
goxx-minent depsutmm. It has been repaired and given a coat of pstlnt. 
iuil the Roitbm arches lint'e l>een replaced by pirinted ones. 

Govern mem regulations do not permit photography in the Metcalfe 
House premises, wluch explains the absence of receni \'iew's. 
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/^?57, /9P7 


J M Mercj:iffi.^'s SuMes/^'ckef 

ITk.* s[:il>ltis of Melcalfe House were HCiulli of ihc raviiic, on a hill. Tlie 
MeccaIfc H( 7 U{^ picket was iTTokcn tip imo tlie siahle. fann .inJ row- 
house pickers lu Augufri the rebels bombarded these frtirti a biUterv 
on the cast liank of the rit'er. llicy alsti held the ground Ivitveen 
Kashmiri Gate and the stable picket — die stahies themselves are 
rieariv imrenable wrote Lang on 1{) August, 'bits of the nx>f smiished 
in and many a hole rlgiu throu^th the w;dJs Hrlng. p ?0) Wlttji tlie 
Teinfxwaiy Capital was set up in The Civil Lines frcHTi 191-i n> 1931 n 
teinponny' home and office for the Commands=:r'in-Chief huilt on 


die southern pan Uf tite Metcalfe Estate, near the siLibles These 'temp¬ 
orary'” huildJilgs were sliuetl for dcniolition In t93h, liol betoie that, 
in 193-t, the property evtis sold to Indrapnisdra Gnllege for Girls As a 
result, the btiildinKs have become pcrmaneni' bubsequent addUions 
at die rear have not spoiled ilie skvline 

* pu; lenspirap' <tii mean irukedilfi. iwjI, cnJLuin:^'i piswd inii.> bol 

vi'tL’iJiuijTy. I reoill j cbamtMiuin I.i3lkiii}; jhriLil a sliopkct-per in j dj^cnisslvc way. 
sii.'inp 'Vfili bjhui (cTnpnran' I'lKti!! rakKiii Iw" tile tuj* iirilr lempmari' Ihinjis fur 
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11^ Ludlow Cmile 


Dr t-bdliTO . like Metcalfe, bin It hlrti^lf a housie^ i: wa* on a more 
tmxlest ?x^a]c,-ivlik‘h periiufis t:^pllliIl-'^ why Jte ciUecl tt a Disilc.'' After 
hb death if ivas used the residence for the Cor'iimls^iioner, Simun 
Fmser U'as living there m 1857. After H became the prtinj$y5 of 
the 'Delhi <'Jub\ Li^ lire 1890s, ihe estate gk en to a school, wbieh 
in the l%0s demoUshetl rhe Castle and re placed k wiih a more pructtcil 
sc hwl hniJdirtg. E^owever, tiavc retained the name, which is also 
fjimllur to bus-uscTs. its the name ofa bus-stop. 

After three mnnihs^ of de^iilltirv ^^niping, (lie htmle fcir Delhi i^uiidcnlv becanfie 
dnunaik On 4 ^ptembei arrivetl :i\ Jong last ihe- ittege-tmiii Froni 
Puniah .Se\'eJt miles kmg, pulled Ivc' eleplianrs oneJ bullocks^ its twenty-toni 
liim'V giinS uefe needed to smash I lie noithem cil^- wall ** IroifiicaJly^ titb 
tw'clve-fc^or itiiek wall l^id been bmli not by the Mughals but by Bmisb 
engineers wlien dicv saw how fragile the Mujdiiil wall wais. Ihis had become 
cilwiOus aftei Jaswai^r Kao I k jkar had hesleged^ lioiii T 15 Qcfolier 
Ihr Delhi wblch hod fallen to the Ofidsh only the pmicRis year 

The 'Siege of Dclhr iti 18^“ in hict ijw a ^^iege like the attack on 
Scbj^opi.H in ilte Cm I lean Wat, an tti^uti on an army In a iintingty^ 
entrenched positkin If wiw im|K%^ll)le to sumiumi iluf dly, wuh us seven 
irtiJe** artunifcrrnte Oi\ die eaitern honi afief (he tnoas^son, the river was 
washing the foot of the walLt The only possiltie 5?Lrjtegy wi take the db' 

Yjy escalade, a mplcl aetkm wfiich would ctK^nthtatc destroying the curtam 
walls anfl l.xuicong Kashmir Gate I he tenraM beiween tilt wall and Ludlow- 
Castle was broken by die channels cut by streams fltn^ing frorn ilie Ridge to 
the Yamuna, which afforded cpitvcnicnt cover for the British forces. The 
battenes on the Kidge ^ ttx> far To lx: elTcctiv c, and new t^Trencs had to 
he ljuilt quickly txtw^ecn Ltidlowi'^sik- and the wall 

The rdxHij did ncu kntTW' it, l>iii thtry wcrir Fated to lose the battle a wwk 
fjcfore the aciuai oss^iulr on 14 September. They \m\ been 3b,^J0bairong. but 
they had allt>^^‘cil tln^ British the Invaluable gift iii lime As a R^svih^ ihetr 
were iiiitrry dewemons On IJ SepTemtxr, f^ilond Keiih Yniirig c^iiiituievl 
tliai ihey flLd not iujiiil»er more than j2,b(y^ rEiv Bnilsb forco werealsr,! alniLM 
U.OtXJ hStokes. 9i > 



'Miinv- pjiv4Je tousesID nah-lrm Ik*[Iti are Eumetl X J^aLlCc teg. jy^Li/Wdl PitLice^ 
nut sc5iiMr truly ttpiileni ones are narr^d 'X Hunt iKuTir • (lUtj 

” ^1iy Hie nrbsb did not intc^orpl I he r-icgt-train ’ftill hrmaia one of ihr un- 
ritnwenrd qutajuns i:*f tU5^ 
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tiam fiJethi W57 /y<;7 


I i6 Mostfue near ibv Custom House Buttejy 

Ttie Customv Hi>U5e ii ihwii on nups [’nil rt> have 

been deniolisbett ;iUef Jb*? It mi.iN( have served jis :p convernerrc 
jwrnt for cullocUjig taxes on j^joods isttnj' taken into llie city from 
Kasltmiri Gate. It near the Pabce, built Iny Qiid^u fk-gum, 

the riKJthcr of Empemr Ahmad 5ha|). in Uiekilv for us, the 

r>jniclls pail'll Lit an ovquittitc vu’W' of ilm pabce, "'hich did not long 
retain its beaiiiy aiid was Finally demolished dtiiing the miiifnry open- 
liotts of 18^"^ All that survived — and can still I’le seen — are an 


ditlNiraidv det;oniied gateway. The stnaJJ mnsiiue seen in the photo¬ 
graph luitl l>ecn outside ihc pabce. ‘rt'pieallv Muglial in style, ii is now 
mucli llie worse for wear since it Is udiacent to the Natioitiil ■Higliway 
and near the iTui.v^ive Imei-state Bus I'ermiual tltat lias Ixten built south 
of it, A large pan of Qudsia Garden was KicrlFiced for this but wJtai 
remidns is a veiy [>eiii,itirul and well-maintained island of green, with 
old trees, A foundJttigii' Itomc, f*alnu, with anunul'itrusive, low skyline, 
has beim btull in the northern ptrit of the garden 








iieato jn tX'lhi 


















fientfiilMhi i^57 1997 


tJ7. i fS Water Bmtkiu atui liimiCh 

TJic dcrcmics cii Delhi js built by ilie British engineers early in 
I he niriiitecntii ecniui>*. aum'ifitctl cif a ’‘efiei of bitsaiontaJ fmnts — 
these 'AX*fe, in ,iiUJ‘elexik\\’ifiie wder ffoin tlw noftl"i-cnitl, tlic Water 
Bjiaioit (originitlh' named Mtnra, for the Ctwemfir-Genenil v^ho 
Ixicanie Jxird i UsUn^s)^ Kashtnlr [last ion, Mori Bitstion, Bum BostiCm, 
Gamin Bastion, A|men *trtwn-W3rk". Turkman Bastii^m jnd Vl'ellesley 
Bastion. The WaierrMoim Bastion w;is Itxtally rderretd To as Badar 
Htio Bastion. 

in Sepreml>cr IHST tlie nplx’ls pounded itie British p*»iik>ns fnnu 


the Water. Kashmir ;i.nd Mori Bust ions. Once the siege-train arriecd, 
llie Brlflsii pJatt was to make four siiitultaticons eiurics -— by bom¬ 
barding and then scaling the Water Bastion, a similar action .il I he 
Kashnur Bastion, l.«neiing open Kashmiri G.ait, and Imnibarding the 
Mori Bastion. 

•Ahea IB’s** titls historic thtec-ciuarter mile of wall was retained Us an 
icrm, an essential parr of am* visitor's itinerary Today, it is 'protected' 
bv‘ llte AfcLweoU^ical Srtifvey. Ikii has become hemmed in l5>’ rofltis 
and verj heavy injffie 
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D^ihi 1997 


1.19 P^^ititin *if the Cusumi Home liiutety 

flit Cubttim Houw Huitcr^' <Sicgt' Uarttriy Ni*. IIU w:is diluted at 
ihe W3tt*r Basrtioct The Biitterv' w;1^ CT>rnpli*lc;d on J1 Stpieml’n;) 
[8ST. behind a snuiil ruined tiouipc in ihe Cuiiioins Mouse compound, 
iitid under such .i fue of miiskflfy lew iKitierie.s have ever been 
exposctl to* (iJ M W Notman, quoted in htiwhawe, 167) The 
lUUvry beijan flnni* an tite lit hi that rnglu ilie breach tn the Water 


Djstlon «.U5 deckied suttsfactorv', and the assriult began at 4 a.iu, 
on the Uth 

t Inti I the this area pair of lite lovely rolling lawns of 

Qudsia CnnJen and enclitsetJ the cricket-grounds of St Sieplieri's 
Cktllegc With the butldingc>f the Inter-state BusTeftninal. the biggest 
(n Delhi, (E Ima becotne very congested 
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Beaia^s Oelhi Z597 


1.20 Grand Breach. Kmbmir'Ba^tkm 

On 11 Septcmbef 18S7 conrmuous Tiring from the banenes hud imde 
la mainnf brcamJi in fhe wiiIl near (he KiUvhmir Hasili>n, feei Cif ilie 
ctiTtatn wall of Kashmir Bastion laid been hncached Ely the i3lh, 
on the evening of which Lang ran up rhe gbcis and larcr down to the 
Uitelr lo take necessar)’ ineaituremienis wnite in his/oi<m<r/ of 14 
SeptemlxT. 

i fl.ni I gor order* lo go to camp f<jr iasimdions: Tlicre I found in our 
mes$ all our fdkvn's ptepanag. reading iJieir insiruLlioivi, and ptjring over 
liie hig map irf Delhi with various roun'i iaarkciJ, hucJditigon rcvohei^, and 
st'liiing lnivi-jsiuilis wlili auf! bread off r went and ^ 


liappi-Ts wrth ly ladders and lamed Ihe Itn column (Nichnbswn'a) I had (o 
lead 25n of the Isl fusiliers vip the face the Kashmere Bastion. . tf was 
most glofioush exciting; [tie hiiUeto seemed to pajM like a hissing sheet of 
lead tyvex U£ the edge of the ditch readiedt demm slipped. Up 
iivent oiir little tadder, Init oneetin die licmi we instantly saw ibat then; was 
no pltice for placing our long lucklcrs, io up we si'niiiihlecl (teit .t ->teep 
Liuiiililing Will! r>r masom^ . I have seen it Since in coki blixxl. and wondered 
how we got up at all. ILing, 

'Today, evith the dinih rilletl (ti, aivti the Icc'd of tite gnjund raised, 
the %vall drxis not appear formidahle. IM.B. Kashmir Bastion wtis 
called All Bur] hv the local people ! 
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iS&ifu s l)eibt m57, imi>7 




f.Jl Main Hmich imd 

Of itit t'telJii Field Kotcc, NidiulwHiV CtJlunin \^-l^ tsfu* nt tour 
invcih-ccl \n ihe ussiiutt ot fcpifiptxT 1857. :i» pliinned tiy filial 
Smith JiiiJ WiljMjn nic* IliirU Column, k'd by CiMoncl Campbell, 
wait ordfi'cil til advance rti Kuiiliinirt (lale, Ijiow Ii m. und then 
|0)(i Niebolsort‘s C'c^lumn by the Mam Guard ’H^js was a prcgbf 
fortification lust south of the Gate Uts al[gnri>eiu can yiifj lie trjced 



in ilie line of ilie shop ftoiits and the Hit/. Cinen^il Uing remarked 
lliaf as he svas sliding into the ditch, he saw a column of siuoke 
and heard the explosion of the htowing in ot Kaslimiri Gate, soon 
after, KichtiliKm's Column and the Setoiid Qslumn {from the Vi’uter 
Bastion) dashed into the Main (kiatd, from when? they mmed on 
along iJie cify wuU to the wuhi. 
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tMrlht 1837, /»" 





J.22, K^i'it,ymif‘Oak* 


K:i;il)miri Galt;. [‘Jigcflwr v\'ith the* Kidijv. to n tiiuj<ir teem 

tor BriTish rounsts aUcr 1^3" This double Bare^^ny fuul been bujfi bv 
ihe iniliujry irttBincct Kolx-ji Smitli in ii^ p:itl ol file (einforccil 
dry 1 1 w-j*r ironic iha^i rhe: ncjir general io it u! enfjinrtits in the 
tiuliun Amiv had tei workout The blowing it up. It iS grand 

v\ Imt ii (position wt- Engintier subs huw’ wrtne Lang, wl* give uui 
opinions more coiTlly jnd forcibly ih.in iiny volimeb would dure to do 
to generals -jnd ttier alt Tacitly agree that W'e are the rricinagjng mind.s 
t Lang, 9‘D 

ThclIiirU Coluiim, fr>rtified ii> rum utid semions which rvcilled the 


doom of 'the bloody City of Ninweh (Hililx*rr, 3i[)2.)d stumbled over 
I he bnrtken wTiotlen draw-bridge alter Sergeant Smltii lit the fuse to 
ignite the powder-hags laid there b\' tw'o engineer sulraItems. Tttis — 
the erucitil monicnt Ihe complete capture erf the Palace and The cit 
look time, but the stonTiit\gof Kashmiri Gate turned the tide in favour 
of the British forces. 

TiU the Tvhicles going notth used to pass, tbnw^b Kitshiiari 
Gate. Later, a wide road w'as cut to the east, ma king the gile an island 
almost surrounded l'»v heavy traffic nritJvenient 

TIu- dome of St James' Gfiureh is visible in Ijoth photographs. 
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1.24 'Mari'IktuthiU 

Mori' GAte tAl$o collect Dsdru DArwAz;i> Along 3 sittaight line of 
tin; city wall nitining south-ii'cs! Further west was the Mori Uastiait 
for Simh l^astlunli Iteiwccn Mori Gate jnJ Kuhul GaIc. U froiti this 
bastion that the lelicb Imd pountletl Uir Ridge hi August. On *) Scfy- 
l!)" :ts the lirst stage of the assault on the dtv wall and 
Uistidns, Mori Hast inti was attacked from t iatterios at .i dlsUince ot ^>fi 

' Mon i« }|indJi.''rUi3 for wfiKT'ChiiTmel Thecaruii cnlnrtt I'lelln llinniah KiiNil 
Gate liut It t» poD>^lhk ilijt there Wtis-roniir ittcuirMnil iIh; llitw ol wuit'r m tltu 

nhMt 41 ita>^ iwjsni lft!nL'i'4itriiui)H' 



yartls. at the ftmt of the Ridge fLing, 83f. On the faicful l-lth of 
tjepteniber. Lang and some others dashed Ironi Kashmiri tiaie towards 
Kabul Gate, with ilic wall on their right and the line of houses on their 
leff t biter this num.iw road was to lie named after NitiitrlhHml* 

'We took tower uiier tower, and gun after gun. never stopping. On 
the Mori I shouted oui to line the parapet and give three cheers; bad 
advice! for we were ftted on from our own Ixjtterie*' (.Lang, 92 ). Tlie 
biiTteted Hasrion still standi, and is protearxl with a railing, thougli ir 
L«:douhiru]. If people today know wirai it was. 
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DcUfi iii5/ 1^7 


i 25 VK'Bcmk 

llif Delhi liank, wbith bail muny Itellu rmm of l»J!;ines> ns share- 
htilders, was established tft 18^7 in the statelv bulldinff l30iif;ht Irtim 
|>ivid S^imhrc tile hoir 4if Ikr^juin Sutttinr retn;irkable w'lriitan, 
whose name wtts a rnmiption nl 'U* Sciml^nr , the popular name 
oi tlie iTencfiman she niameO. had hei own private army and vast 
properties IrtUetited from hei tiushand. or given to her *l'hc ebsskral 
mansion riiai she hulls in a largt H=«l*^ri gifted to her by Ibdshah 
Akhar Shall 11 in I8fi6. was verv siinibr to imoiher she built nr 
Sardhana In 1834 It was the scene <>1 many elegant Irannueis; Mrs 
I^are wTOte ,it>irtit n tlinncr fWfty hosted (ly IJegum Samnr in 18(»y 
(A, Deare. 169) In 191? the Palace was lo be boujihi by Ufa 


Blivigtroth, since when it hii$ been called Bhagirath Palace, a beehive 
fii bunks and sshops, including the largest wholesale electrical griocls 
market in Delhi (J. Ull, IHaI. 

Un 11 May IH5T, the Manager of the Bank. Mr Beiesfoid. defended 
himself and bis faiuUy on the roof of an outhouse of the Gunk, 
but was killed by the rebels On P September Ung wrote that 
the ?2nd iMcnable Cavalry) rook the Bank — walked quietly into 
It — bur no fimiier advance was made. I fancy that the dninkentiess 
of tlR' hurr>peans prt'vents an advance. Though hundreds of rupees 
worth of lietfT w'm& and spirits are smashed, still the men get 
dnink' (Ung. 9-4). 










lieuto 's JMthi 












































Rt^tUo's Delhi iS>7, 199^ 


1.26 Lcihon Gate of Palace 

Tttc west oC ihc T^abictf ^nd tlut in the dty wull wcfc ix>th imlled 
*U[it>ri' The liufbicun in fTOiit tvf the Lubori Gale nf the Palatic wsm a 
huer addition, hv Had shaft Aunin^ett. on the iiite of vvhai had tieen a 
garden Ift his fathers ft’ign. l^iyrih of the liatbican was a big niaidan 
where- horses and elephants were paradt'd. On 11 May 18>T» the 
soldiers from Mccmi entered the Palace by Ulhon Gate, after coining 
into the city horn the Raf Ghat Gate at Daryaganj rFansfiaw-e, 2V>. 
tang's ditiry eniry for 20 Sepiumber reads: 'We marched simighi up 


to tJic iahtire Giiteof the Palucei there I spied through chinks in tiK great 
big dfxrrs .md saw four great guns pointing within 10 feet tuf the tkKjr. 
I went back for powder; meanwhile tUl Home fiiid been coming with 
sonte and while 1 was away he blew in the Gale' (Lang, 9"^). 

For a short time after 18^' tlie lahuri Gate and fJelhi Gate of the 
Palace were renamei.1 ‘Victoria' and ‘Alexiindm', a pnicticeof renaming 
v.'hu:h the governments of independent India have also been prone 
to. Today tourists enter the Palace from Lahori Cate 
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I .J7 Sam^tn Burj of Palace 

'I'his b, t'ommly tKc Musitinrruin Run (Otia(^un:il Ttwcr). ShiihJahan*s 
PaiftCe had th(c< hurts on the easiumi ri’v er front — from nonh to south. 
Slijih Rurj. Musariumn Biiri and Aiad Bur|, ”nje.iiunTnvun Burj’ w.'P3le 
'Hiomaft MeicaUfe in tR-t*} 'list it ver>' fftvUirite .iparrment of (he prciicOT 
King iB-ihadin SJiahl and in which alt imen ie^ s with the .Agents oI a 
iirfictlv private nature are lielrF CKaye, ?9ii 

The oaagunal tower wertofiked the river, and wa^ next lo the 
Tasbih Kliana- tinder the tow.tr was a postem gate wtlich led to the 
river Captain tJougtas ol the Kings Ciuard liad tried to hsive this 
cponeci on 1J May so that he could go and speak to the rel'ieh 
(Fanshaw'e, 58^ 

This chamber, like the rest of rhe Palace, passed into British arniy 
occupation after Tlte open area between the Khwahgah and the 


Diwan'e-Ktias idcmiruihie from the chhajjas) has in this picture 

been ioinetl by a w'all w'lth two storeys of moms behind, biter deni' 
olUhed whiten con.<>en'a[ion work was undertaken ai the Pabice on 
Cui^on's initiative. The Kliwabgah w'as hen%t:en the Rang Mahal and 
(he Diwan-e»Klias. Beato's photograph also shows (he row^er without 
its cremTiing dome, whicii can he seen In earlier paintings, and which 
is seen as damaged in a photograph taken scfon after September IH57, 

The remainder of the broken dome was demolished, and later recon¬ 
structed in cement by the Brilisii, as can lie .seen from the modern 
phwograph. 

Today Malralina Gandht Road (Ring Hoad> runs panittel to the 
Kistem Palace wa 11. whe re die river once flow'ed. The open area beltiw i 

the w^alLs b the site for a cheerful Sunday baaiar. 
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Htvito's De!bt t{i57 1997 


l^S PotitiiU t:^P(tfaci'otui Scilimj^arh 

(lit ljs[ phoiogr^ph in rhts first album brings us round full circle. 
Ixick to Salungarli, near the Hiidge ol Ilo.'tfs llic fOnner wus IhjHi in 
the uiid-sixieemli i:vmur>' ami mtmoil fur Siilim shah Sur, the 
stHi of SlticrShah the i'arhan who supplanted Kunm-un on the throne 
for some ye4f.s This Lstand fon encJtJstfU ivy the Yamuna vt^as renamed 
Nutgarh (Fon of l.ightf In the Mughab who did ntK care to he 
reminded of the Surs ShahJaJian'a perteedy symmcmc'iii plan for an 
ciciagonal fdn was modi tied lo add a wedge l orrespoodlng to SallntJr 
garh and linked to li Ity a bridge w'hielt ts supposed t<* liave t>ecn 
built by Jahangir, presurnahiy to connect the small fort to the niairiland 
(Kdch. iUS-i”). the pun'ilion rrf Utc Sliah tJun, whk'h ako tiad a 
df^na* as seen tn earlier paintings tbiit which, unlike the .’du.sjtiiiiian 


Burj. was not rebuilt) was the pnvaie terriior^' of the royal family, 
and at the ground level the (Canal fjf Faratiise) flowed 

from here south ihrough the Palace chimiber^. 

The modem photograph shows the Buri considerably improved by 
effons at conservation, iSnlirngarh (concealed by trees), was till 1995 
tinder miliiar^' ciccupatiort, as b iiiiid;i of the Red Fon, but ihiil year 
part of it tvas luindcd over to ihe Archat'OlogiCal Survey of India, which 
iuis chaise of tw'o museums — one on Ganditiji's life, the other on 
The Indiiin National Army. The l.N.A,. founded by Subltas Chandra 
Bfwie in October I943i ts associated with Salimgarh by the fact dl Its 
leaders iiaving lasen imprisoned litre while the Briiish governmeni 
conducted their trial in the Red Fen in 1943 

































Volume Two 


2.1 HottsQ (wUbtn the P€ihce waibi/ tri which the King was Confined 


'I'hcr dr>' wiLv siQrmeii on l4 September bui it was only on 

the 2fiih that the British forces captured and looted the King's 
Palace tJiiUadur Sliah. a feeble man in his 8f>s. had !x;en torn 
between iiis wish to lead the forces into banle. and to accept 
Hakim AhsanuJIah's suggestion that he dissociate hirasejf from the 
rebels ajtd leave the city He look reiuge in the tomb of his 
aixvstor Humayun, guarded by a large nundier of armed men* 
Minta llahi Raksh told Majfjr Hodsoii of the King's whercaboutii, 
wlieieupon Hodson went out ro arnest him for tnal. with the 
giiarantce ihai he wcuild not Iw killed Me was brought bjick tb 
the Fort, hviT not to hi> owm apartments He was cctfifined in a 


house on the west side of tlie street C'nithin the IhiLice^ which led 
north from the Delhi Gale of the Palace, biseacd letigthwtK by 
the canal. The ground flexjr on the street side had Ixien used for 
shops, so that the house was well alxwe the street It conaLsted 
of three rcx?tns. with a courtyard on the north and sdbth sides. 
There was a European sentry' posted in each courtyard and one 
jiUlive sentry on the garden side to the west bukw. and one in 
the street' (CtiUmel Omiraneyi in Fanshaw'e, 'tit. 

The trial o! the King dragged on from 5 january till 29 March 1658 

Since 1858 ibis area has been army teiiiiory, so it ts not possllilc to 
take a photograph of it 
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livuM's nelhi 1857. 


Panoramaftvtm ^Htfidu Ratri' house 


‘I'rjm (Hindu Kaos Hoiiscl ihere is 9 bejiuiUiil vj<!w our whqlt; 
positUm and of ilclhi' (iJfig, 6 H, 13 Au^jusc IS 57 ) Tlibi panonima 
wmild have been miK jppropriaie Id Vokiine 1, in 1111*1 V'oluuie, ti b 
Tiuhef inexplicably pbtecJ benv'een two vie^vs of the Palace. 

[ii 19^7, as in iS'iT. tile /aroa Masjid minancfsandlUe domeef St James 
Chuteb aredeatly visible; Ludlow' Castk* is no mOTe, .md Metcalfe House 
IS hidden fiy tall blocks of giwemnienT buildin|t$. 'Jbe liatren Kidge is 
now densely covered wiili •shrubs mid low' trees, diougli ninch of ii 
fun her stHith has been so Totally given over U» buildings dmt in Iii 
wiis found necessary to declare whnt lemamcd a 'praecled forest. 
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J.J fnner (jateivay of Pitiut'e, u ith the fttfe utuk^r tchtch the C'lvistimts u'ear Mctssi^cfVil 


rTlf Uincr CuiewaV’ Natitjjr KJ'iiii'm iDrum House) wllidi 

MipiUiilvii tlio ^niUlic 4fe:i |ji ihe roregrciiud fKiii) the scmt-publlc Jffii 
{Itimmutrci hy the Dmim-T-Am iHall nf i^ulilK* AuilicnccJ. 'iTlc Nacnjnr 
KluiU in the midille t»f ttiu eastenisidu ol J i^uare cnclosuTti i tlit; 

lilij.ikhiii)J cx>rre$pundiiigc»n die to the eiitrantx* of tlic Gvlvatru 
ChfTO k tetnered (>a2a.ir> ^Hilch oiicncd (nto Lahfirt Oate, 

On Id May T8^ ilie t-urasun: and Indian Chnsiians from D;if\'j{itijn| 
ivho had iKitn taptiircx! and Irrougiit to iJie Palace wea- taken to I In? 
jikiakhana and killed, despite BaluitIuTSbah h picas that they \ k - spareiL 


Mam' ot the viaims were ttxnnen TIte account of thus cowiirdJy deed 
w;is k> Ik’ so higlilv exuggeiatedtliat. when the British forces taptated 
Delhi in September lliST, irttiny of theni datiiiifitetcd women and 
children in whai ilicy ihou^hi was retribution t Llewellyn. 133). 

or the enckisure only ilie Natjqar Khana siiretvesi it hotises a 
Tituseuin of weapons and armoury' im the first IlfKif The signboard 
seen tn the recent pirotogntph direers visitors rt> \'ei another museLim 
— the Swaranirara Sangnim SangrahaLtya'' f'Museunn of the Freedom 
Mewement’.) kx^teUinone of the buildings of the British amiybiirracks 
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2A 2.5 The ‘Junia Miis/id' 

Stifiti Jiihuft jt JjniM NT:tS|kl built tin tllinjLl [*:lliLiri. W^isedsiEv iIIl* must 
o(injjf>kluc>ija biutntiirk ni thi? Mtijthui city, Tl'tc DritLsh '^skliurs on I lie 
flat! got to koftw tl Tlxc city lookeil Itauiilwl a I'ariit 
rosy ligbi tingtng ihe wliEie domes of ihe Jama Masiid. wlible the tower 
|iini of the huiklmg Was fading aw'ay in mlllghr < Ung, 60) 

After taking ii cm id SefJtetiiiser Iliv (somcthifigtvhk'h tittoutcl luivc 
l icon done on tile l^iti. bin dekivect beemsie of rhe drunkenness of the 
s<«ldicrs'», Oiptain Taylor rode liis jitirse up die steps Of the Aiasjtd 
fmmedtiwdy alter the capture of Delhi there had I'xten suggest ions 
■ hat the Masjid 1%; deinotislied, and a othedral Iruili in tt$ place. 
Luckily-sanity prcvidlLrJ.aml In iStjl the newK-fomied Arehaeological 


Surv'ev of India took on the respgnsibQity ent seeing to the maintenance 
of tlte Masjjd. ihii for five years the *Mrtsjld was sdenl, as il remained 
under offieial tontriil. Only in lfi{)2 wits ii reopened for prayer. 

shows ihe iiiosc|ije from the north-eastern side, 2.5 from the 
south, Tlic eastern (main) eniiunce is dosed, and itie mcisque is 
eiuefed from the south or the nufth. Tlie Jama Miisjid, like all pldL'es 
oi worshifi. tvas always generated a range of activities — shops, 
schools, disciiSftlons, theatricals Today the area indicates the under¬ 
lying conflict fiiefween i>fficlal .igencies seeking Ui I'xraiitlfy'' tiie vur- 
touTiding area — in the last resort i>y fcmdnH off sect ions — a ml the 
{Kopie [seeking to colontze" it h>' putting up sitops and sheiiefis. 
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J.6 fttU'iior of the Jitma MmjkV 

■("he iTOss^^e muny;»fdof cmeaf India'^ nxwques (Bhopal 
^tas)Id is [yrfjtj j Ls rcimrl&ilitc for its [mnquiJlJiy, daspiCc; lx:in^ located 
In the hc-JO Of a crowdied citj', lliouf’h the ,|aim Miisfid w;ts under 
niilttdr> occupation tor fH'e years after 1857. it 'ft'Jis not vandstliitcd, as 


The King's Pabec was. Apart fiticn necessary minor tepaira^ nothing has 
cliani^'tL TIic mosciuc (.‘oiTunaiidsu massive et>i\gregatkm arid gs Tmatii 
is a iruiinr public figure 
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Berlin's f}eJhi 




2.7 Jain Temple 


From tiu5 poiot in Qil* Album tht re are over a dozen ^ ien.'s of huildings 
orstitclscaiTCS-'whidi liave no dirvet aJSru.K.'iaiion ivith the Rising. One 
such is this tempic, the Sii Oigamber Jilin Naya Mandir. lietwecn 
tlhaiidni Chowk and the Jama Masfid. Many of the Hindu and Jain 
mcfctuiiU^ of Delhi had Iwen neutral ot Had helped the SFitish siecrcily. 
so their shrines wtrre not desecrated After 1857* as the Jama Masjid 
was. 

I*re- 185"? Shahjalutnulxid bad. I<i7 temples and 2'4() mosques rKaye, 
341 A laqje numlrer of Jain shrines and houst:s arc flustered jn this 
arca lcallfd DharmpuraX on land gifted by Badshah Aurangzel.y The 
Jains wyre important bankers dunng Muglial mle. 

Therv weie niiiiiliers uT t>eauilful mosques in l>e]hi, ami Jain tempicif 'I'he 
latter beau li tut buildings were of quite a dlllerent style of anrhitcetun! to tltc 
.\T(ihjmmetLin mosque, but I never peiietnitcd into a Jam temple until aftei 
the Muimy. wlisn in HJ59 T went to Delhi ami fiui the good nicc-nse thin we 
slit] huin at Asem tHmIty Bayley. Kaye. ZtOt 


If tile w'hole oould lie iran.sported t» lEaly* and a statue ot tlie Virgin 
sut>stitutcd frrr the idol. Its bcauly w'ould lx: raved alxiut' r^■relt^> Mpt 
R.M. King in IHTSfKaul, 292). Janies Fergusson in |ii» work '«■ 
airhitectum < 1*176) hatl a sketch ol this temple, as a specimen of the 
Hindu Jilin' ax'hiictiurc itf ihUt period (Fergussum, II, In this, 

as in crther Jain temples* there have Ixen cluinges and iidtliitrins over 
the yeans, though the interior;: still retain llieit original beauty. 
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2.H Sireel and Mo$<fue 

Tliii Ls porhafjs ihc onlv view which doe* not show 3 motutniem or 
j ^ite either itsistKriiUed with ilic Rbin^t itr ot he^oiic i^ignificuriiCc In 
the absence of any oidcttce to help identify it, it could be txmjeChircd 
ijiiii iht- stnei IS ill Dar^‘:3g£[n|. w licre some of rhe Indian ChnsEians 


and the junior Bntisb clerics IK’^dn or (n Fithargnnh ii western suhurb, 
NciUier area was deiu>cly built ujx and i lie re 'ivere strecis w'hich had 
trees on one side Small shrines such w this are very commoti and 
may ha\’c !.H:en hiiiltto cornotemOTatc a saint 
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2.5) Ciatcni^iy arul Mosijue 

Hils^ is ariotSici unitlentlfled photo^-rapb. Tiit-‘ mosque is disiincilv 
^S'u^{hnl. iind lus J family rcstunbiaiict' to [fit* next lo 

wftJjiriar(’'s Tomb Hrtd ;it the Queisia Gattlcn^, the Moti Mas}id in 
the Lil Qib, and tlie Suneiwi Ma.s|id south of the 1^1 Qila*s Delhi 
tiute It iA v ery similar to the Siindtri Miiitiid <if RtishanuUdauU tstf 
illustTatkjri m Kaye. i2)» located nest to the Kotwal* (fjresemly tiie 
campus of the Swfjanj Giirdwaia} Prom here Nadir Shah in 1739 
Iwued tfie order for the punisliment of rlie people of Delhi, ^hen 


they defied his directive to fur gram prices. Siinchn Masjid. liowevci, 
did not have a gateway such as fJtat in ihe phoiogniph. A more 
plausible ideniificarioin is with the Ntosjld. Kalan Mahal located stiiirh- 
wesi of the big Aklstrahadi Masjtd Ilicse are both clearly dmwn 
in the lft42 inap of Delhi lEhk-fS and tCrafhi: both mnsjids were 
demolLsIied in 1858, w-hen iin arc ‘^00 yards wide was cleared 
around the Red Fort to provide a shooting range. TItc areii where 
the mosques stood was made into a garden tsee h2 alxn'cJ, 
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2. to Mosque rtf the 'Khitimii' Cute U'iib Cum uf Tombs* Tnup H Ail. 


2inaJ-iil-.\ti.siii(d I'Miist Beauriliil of Mosques ), on the eastern sitie of 
Durv'u^ni, is the most striktog-lookina mosque in IX'ilnufter llie Jarm 
Masjid part of a delil’temte 'de^iicralining' pr^licy after i8=57, whieh 
dtctaiod ihedosure ofihejama Masfid and the auciiomng of Fatehpun 
Masjid (till itwas liought hack lay the government in ajwl restored 
tor worship), ^inul'Ul-Mjsajld was used as a Ijukery’^ 

Mafor H. Tombs w as one of the fieroes rin the British sitle in m57. 


He had airhcd from Meeuii with his horse arttllery (*lrotf,>p H Art.') in 
May 1857. and on 3 Juty turned u crittC'.il Ixiide ugatnst the rebeis into 
a victor>\ 

The Masjid, poptilariy called Ghatji 1‘Ootid’) Mnsjid. b a iiinjor 
hmdniark in Darvagani todav. As elsewhere, tt is now masked by trees 
Tlie gurt'cairbge’t Iwve Ix^en replaced by Marutb, the increasing nuin- 
Iscr of which are choking ihe roads and tunes tif Shall JiihuiTs city. 
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VO 

2 } i in ibe Cbandnt Omub' 

Mr> Coopland u'h:^ lo write in 

The tlhandticy ("liowk qutic cu^ont^cii ws* h%‘ It? giy appmrmce. tot 
tJclhi W3S ui out mintb assotuiltd with n<tthtng luit gitK'ni and iliijiLi'ilniKjn 
Ttie nativTS c^tiier mmgltxl litcn7wd\of ?at ibt’ir titop? wiih rjlsed 

travT! bctbfe fhdui, on whit Ji ihcy dLsplnyud eiriimrkk'Teti ylttiwls, s-kuU cufk?. 
ttvyn, Ttu- stnsifi wai ciowdt-HJ w'ldt lin^tUitli ioldicfw In ihuif bright uni- 
(ftmu. fkiklit' on their wUri hxrking -ctctidA. runny little CihiM^rkaN: ^liiropejii 
Litdies tiding mi immensv virplumtn, and gentlenteti on atmels, hursvit Linil 
ponte? ^Itfi^ethict ilic ajuiie Miic sk> tomied an enlivening sceru.', ;iiid oiin? 
rnij^it luve I'orgittUm ihe tcaiful tliing.<> ihat had sii btfiy taken piuee !>iit foi 
tw'i-' Ltrge galltjws In iln* mKlitle of llic street IConpLinil 252). 


Jn Bcutfi's view not only the colcuifs. but the British, Siklrs 

ami 'tiinny little Gurkhas' who had captured Delhi, are missing, The 
house tn the centre is typical of the happ>' eclecticisiri seen in most 
Indian houssrs tiicn siitd liter, wjiere Indyn arches and chhu||as are 
sumtouniedby Grettk pediments and iMlustwclcs, In the recent plioto- 
graph. the sidimitlks ha^’e been corn'ened into passages, extnr rfxjms 
built on Ute roofs, and ihe huildings divided up amongst numerous 
lenartiH. Chandni Chowk ts I'cry crowded during the day hut less 
people rtre there than twenty years ago. More .uid mofe flats ate 
bcconitng comniCFcut preim-Ses, 
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Ueaio s Delhi 1857. VJ9? 


2 12 Jinmnyttn's Tonih‘ (6 mitesfniw IX-lhl, hulfttvty to the Kuth) where Hinison cttpturecl the King 


lliL* [on:li of Bydsh^oh Hunia^T-in (.completed 1565> V' ms y shrine which 
Ulet n.i[m used to visit. Myiiy members of the royal family 

are buried hete. fhrtugli the bier nilcrs prvrerred Mohiuuli. iteai ihe^ 
shnne of Bakhtiyar Kiiki On 19-2U !>epietnber 185” IfcifiadurShah iefi 
hU Palace for Humaytm’s Tomb, along with liis aejiis and mtmcioiis 
aiteitcbnts From there he persuaded bj' Major Hudson to fxSurn 
ro the city lo face trial; Hodson is later rerncmlxft.'TLl for his homfi*ingly 
ctrld-blooded act Of murdering four Mtigha! pnnees wiioin he took 
l-Mick, at the Slier Shah Gateway vmih raf Shahjahaivibad. 'Hits lias 
sHuc Iseen kno^n as Kliooni Uarwajit {'Bloodstained tVdtewuy'). 


HiJTTiayt.iii's Tomb, dcserv'edly a World Heritage Site, Is (tne of the 
bcsi-mainiainedofDellii s rnonumenis, wiiliiis vveH-kept fortnaJ lav^'ns 
mid the other buildings neur by^ induding the Nila Ciumbad seen in 
the background of BeaUi sphoTOgr.iph Dense foliage makes it impoe^ 
sible to reciipiun* Ueaio s view, where the pbrform on which the 
miiusfjleum stands i.s hidden beJiind the iHJiindmy wall adjoining tlie 
gateway on die right. The spacious setting of the ebar-hagh ganden is 
missing in the photograph. 
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fteatos [>enn Wi7. 199? 


2 OUJ Ohs,tirtxttofy — near Deihi 

The Jiiniar was one of fi\'e olwiervaiones built m ihe 17^ by 

Rniu jal Jl 9rj:tipur, in ihi- e$mtc named for hint — JaLsinghpura 

— which WHi some distance soiiilt from Shahjahanahad It b adj.icem 
to(jonnaujjht Place, the ciicukir sho[)ping arcade designed by Uilyens 
lor New Delhi in the i92lte; Tcxiiy, Utc v arious structures arc pleasantly 
situiiied in a park. But they are Isecomin^ tncrcaj^ingly dwarfed by tall 
buildings wniiiructed near by, one of which lias used perspex glass 
so Ubcniliy as lu affect ilic ftinciiiinmg erf the otJSeOTJturyv 
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Beato s Delhi mS7. }9if7 


J. 14 Tomh of 'Sitfiiitr Juni*' 

The Mudnisa and lomb irf l\iansur Safdarjanii Is a n'lcmurUit to an able 
adminisimior tiiiti, Itowcver, made* hb proviiw;^ of Av^-adli teask*m 
IJtUir Pradesh) prucfically ln<k’pendeni rT^f the in Safdar- 

};infi laid our a garden tn his Aligum estate, wliere his itiausoleiini was 


to be built. Though atiHiitccturaJ historiojii have been Ics* than kind 
(u ihcir appraisal trf this building, the efJ'orrs of rhe ,\«:haeolopical 
Surve)’ here, as with Humayvin'S Tomh, have created an island of peace 
.-ind ))euut>‘. 
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on 

2.15, 2,16 The *Kuih Miftar '— i2 tulles from Delhi 

The (Juib. tixUy dusignaied j World Heritage Motmincnt, wms one 
building ^v'hich all Eurtipeitn visittire appear lo have regarded wiEh 
tlnquJtl1fi<:^d admiration 

'After all that had been said* ctrfifoscd Emily Eden m 1838, '! 
expected the Kooiub would have irccn rather inferior to the 
MoiUiinent’i' VCTien she saw it, she ctmld only dcsctflre it liy saying 'It 
appears to l>e the Monument put at the top of the column in the place 
Veiulame“, and that again placed on 3 still piander base, it is 
l>eiwecn six and seven liiindred years old. and looks as if it were 
t'intshtxl yesterday^ and it Mands In a wilderness of niitis. t'UTved 
giHewavs- and triarble tcjmtos <irie more beautiful than the others' 
(Eden. 99t 

Emily EvletiS enthusiasm must have Ireeri shanxl by her brfjilier. 
Governor-fjeneral Lord Auerklunch ''^‘ho set aside funds for tile nrain- 
tenajKc of the Mitiar and other buitdings near l>v. In the phoropraph, 
the dome trf the Alai Darwaza, the gateway neat (lie Minar, and 
an arch of the Quwwat'Ul-Islam tmwjue can lx** seen. In the fore¬ 
ground is the cupola once placed atop the Qutb by the same 
ettgineer. Major Robert hiviitli, who l«iO buiti Kastuatri Gale Gover- 
noT-t-'ieneral Hardinge, who did not like this appendage, ordrred 
Its removal in JH4t5, It still forms part of the landscape near The 
Mlnar. in the distance is the tomb of Adkim Khan, bulk in the 
reign erf the Mughal Badahali Aklxir J Fullgrown tre^ hide it from 
view in The recent picture 

Many of iliose who fled Delhi after the BrUish captured tlw city in 
took refuge near lire Qutb 



‘ I e, fitiHiiiriieriJ sit TTatiilgar m Lnficllfin 

** In (’an* 
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(W 

Z /” 2 Aivhes, amt Jmti Pillar (lati near(beKuih 

f[jimlv-i.L-rtrurS' pilLir ihjr FraitieJ by till [liuteenili* 

cenrun' *iixh Kiis lietm [iu77:lt: (o scientists, on iicconm of the fact that 
U ntrvcT rujsiSv Bl4U> may luve been tftc* Tirsi tit p1io9o^ra|]h ihis vtewi' 
(jt The tjijw'wat-ul-tsbm rniisqyi'. wllicit Is uniatljn^ly pii(iiliipgr;iplied liy 
all visitiirs Ei> the QutVi Visitors used iti enjfi^'trviTijtto cncitt'ic the pillar 
wtih tJwir amts —■ a grtili iiiitire ls said uj awaii the person wIk> can 
<lo this successfully. N*ow (sinoeihe icteiti plioti>)^apli wasiakimf tltere 
IS a Itimicr lo dlsrouraijsc dt>sc erwtact wlili the pilbt 


Tile .ircht’snr Uic Ntasjid ait? tluo firsl example of the poinifd arch 
(n Indian .trdiiieciure What is intcresttn^ .lUtur these is that the local 
builders vvhi> sec re commissioned by ISiiltan Qurbuddin Aibak ignored 
dkl not know the principle of the keystone, so iliat 'they pnxeeded 
to make liie pointed opening on ihe same prii'iciple up<if\ which they 
built rfieir domes They earned ihetn up in horizontal courses as far 
as I hey couM, atid then closed them by long shb.s met'iing at the top" 
CfVrgtisson II, 6S(>». Tlie,se are cleiiriy visiiile in the ptiorogniph. 
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HettUi's Defht I as 7, 19^7 


W2 

2.19t 2.20 Chrism KkiU&riGH of Himlu T<*mple interior 

One of I'Jelhi's mosi ilKtsirfouAsons. SiiyMtf AhmuJ Klwn m hl 5 /i^^Jr- 
of the Pjsi' 1, written in 18^" whcit lie wus tliiny* 
complit\.l the first caialf^irt? of Delhi's liiMtoric huiklin^s In liic extert' 
sivt seaion on the Qutb complex, be poiTited Oiii the re-ujre of Hindu 
temple tlements lor the QiiwAvui-uMslani tnosgue. 

rile redoubulile Major Holxtrt Smllb Iwd in lite IfiJO's (;ohtril> 
uted to some rvcoiKimtiion* of ilie I'loislers h^' 

some pillars from the litrcr extended seaion of the mttsque (Carr 


Stephen, Fergusson, wrilitij’ in the him /Jf/v^rf of ihe Afdiaeo 
logical Mirvey of tndin, wa-s lo do a detmled analysis of the pillars 
of the cloisters iruJicatinq which p/cre m $ihi and tvbich had been 
relocated. In the IHHOs H.H Cole and in (he early T:900s Gordon 
Sanderson also did extensive research and conseriation wmk at 
the yiitb .dte. 

No. 2d9 hr a vie^' of the nonliein doister and 2.2(1 of ihe esisiem 
tfjiridor 
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Bmto’s Delhi 155 ?, 1907 


2.21 Ciobwr (JalleriGS of Hindu Temple Exteriur 

Tils; eastern cloisters have four nmA ^)F piilam, wliile ihe northern arwj 
sou [hem have only three. Details of these are given in Begbr (pp 5h- 
■^7). details which are fascinating on account of their indicating the 
'krctLiecjlogioil nature of the work involved in dptemiiiiing levels, 
motJificjTions and relocations of die eleinenis of the t\vent>'-jievcn 
leiTiples said to liave been used for the mosque and courtyard 
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Beatfr's tjvfbi 1857. 


2.22 ‘Rauzit ’ or shrine of Ohori Shah near ithe Kufbl 

This is ihe miiusoleum irauztt) of Sulfun lltuimish (reignwl 
who enlarged the rriosque and c<nirtyard, extended 

the Qutb Mimir, I mill a lieaiitiful memonal for his s<Jn tSukm Ghiid) 
and presuniably designed hist^tvn rnaiisoleum. tocaled,south-west of 
the Qiiw-war-uHslam iiiosque Here is perhaps die most beautirul 
conibinuiton of sandstone tn sofrly-varj-ing shades, and isxquisitc cal¬ 
ligraphy, both wilhin and on tlie exteiiof. The building ptcsuniably 
once had a dome, which Im long since collapsed 
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ikitbl WVT. 1907 


2.24 Riiius near the Knih 

2 J3 iA a vk^^^ tJue scattural pilbrs wesl of tlu? giisji ,-irches of iJie 
iivjs([i4t*, uji;i 2 2*1 ihe tiuu'f wxjrhcru i-c4ymiatlL% lnult 
mudi phini:r in dtrsifjn rhaii llu' highly ofRiinienied mncr pillars, Tlitt 
pillars in 223 arc the only ones left of the ;ictusil nxisriiic fd Pbte fit 
in [k“filar>i rtKJse of 2.2*1, jusi s>iitli <»f Tfic Quti> Miruir. were huilt hy 
lltumnish ittcfilar. 



At firsi ghnee the pillars at the Quih appear very much alike. 
However. I hey are not rtnly different in dctiiils. but liierr placemeni 
was done at dlffereni times, in the reigns (and pnilwirJy under the 
superviston) of rhtee rulers — Qiithuddin Aibak, UtutmLsh and 
AbLiddln Khilii. 
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liecUi*’s 1997 


tm 

J J5, 2.2(i Shnm.’s 

Bc;im tii-as plKUtHiiaphirig iht* <JuLb upea licfure Cunninjjham nnxi 
tuik team h'Jid ckjiiL- thirir tt^X'unitiitaiion. '^hm h<; oilU u ‘slirtne 
(rauzii m;iusoleuf)i?) Cfiultl by its form tx' mists ken for one, but it 
is in iao ihe Alai Uarwaza, the 'crv bcaulilul uuiHIc and sundstoiu: 
j^teway in the (JiiVkT^vi-ul-liliim iiiostfue- s^>uth'^^as^ of the Qutli 
Minar. with an miernvr nfttiy cfivcred T\Tiih thisefled Ucstgns. Thb 


ivas I me ol I he numerous com rH>in tons of Sultan Alaudtlin Khilji 
to Delhi's archiicciure Ett iK2'^ Malof Uurt found the siruemte in 
‘it stittc of dilapkiaticin and destruction’ and feared ihai 'none trf il 
will stand (Carr Mcplicn. S7> When Bcato saw it. it 'ft'iis almost 
.is y,ood as new, tiianks tr> it litiving been repsiiced in 1829 by w lm 
diMi? — .VliifOT RoIx'it 'Smiili 
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Hmh} s Delhi W57. /997 


2.J? Loti.vrpo»iion of lf>e Kuih Mlfitir 

by Delhi ol the Company School, mea&umci lay 

cojjincers autl aixliiiects. pliotograpiiird wtili :iil tn:tiincr of k'liscs 
and from all anglci, ihe Quth Mmar has also ix^'eri of intere,s5 to 
calligraphers. As Cunningham said; 'The histoip' of the Qiitb Mitiar 
Is ivritiftJ in lis inscriptions'; i he Sultans are praised in these, tn 
lines interspersed with verses from ihc Quran The lioneycrtmh 
svork under the balcnnics has a strong tescTnblancc to that in the 


Aihiimbra at Granada, which w'as; built at the same time. The 
Viiilustrade on ttiLs fltx^r, as in ihe others, chieriy the work of 
Major fimith. One wjsltesthai EJeato had taken one of his panoramic 
views from (he top storey of the Minar. It t^'Oiild have been of 
immeasurjlilt' value to presenr-d:Ly practitioners of corrservation 
(N-B After a tnigit jccideni in 19(^1, entry to the Quth lias been 
closed > 
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0mto'$ 18^7, 


n4 

2.2H i^ew Buiiat (Jmumi in lieihi with Ccnerai Nichuhmt "$ Tomh 


J-a>ni tilt' silt- of llliC oldest Dtllu tf* its ictx^nt hwtorv- — Beatos 
ttilletiittrtcieK^'svi iih si viewofa Hriiisli Shiine*—ihe tonihol'General 
Nichotstin wIto. wtHintlctl On T^ St'plember l^t", the clay of the a&stuU 
im DL'ihJ. died on 2^ SfpU'ruta.'f. 

Many thoujands Imti died, like him, f'tjihiinjj to hold Dellii or to 
capture jt, Nidiolson s funeral Tv-as taking place as we niarrlied out 
of Delhi a I day break im ihe tnominji'of 24 September' rvcallect Roberts. 
•Iltut tiuirch throujjh l^llii In the early morning light w’as a gruesontc 
prcKueding t>ur way rioni the Lahore Gate l->y‘ the CUandrti Chowk 
led througli a \'enLable cii>' ol tlie dead We marched in silence, 
nr ini'oluiitarily ^pokc in whispers' (Rolx'ns, II, 25HJ 

Beato must have taken his pbrntj^rapU some time .diei 2“^ Oaober 
1HS8 — the dare of the passing of link* Jessy Kleanor Blewiti taged J 
yeai^v 10 momJis) who isbuned under tlte snioU tombstfioesurmouniied 


by' a piilboX'like structure seen m Beiilo's pltofograph and hidden by 
the railing in the recent piettiru. Tlte Nicholson Centeieiy' ouLside Ka,sh- 
miri Gate is mit far fixmi the plinx* where he fell t in the lane Ijchind the 
northern wtdl. stnee named Nicholson Road,!. There are two olckr 
Britisli ccitieteries — one (18U9) south ol the Centrral Post Office nair 
Lothiatt Bridge, and .iixrlher <T825’> opfrosite Miranda House in Delhi 
Unn'ensity 

'i'oday the ceinetery is somew'hat gone ujseed bin not vandul'iEed. 
and Nicholson’s grave i,s prmeaeci bj^ a liigh railing. The adjaceni 
Nicholson Gardens was leiuimcd Tilak Park, and a nuisalve statue of 
Raja Agrasen stands in place of die equestrian statue of Nicholson. 

And tn> ends a *ai>ry ihai began wirh forty Indian solJicia nmning 
across the Bridge of Boats to Delhi 
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